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Apprenticeships 
 

Aims 
 
The Aim of this document is to provide one guide for 6th form 
students and parents/guardians supporting advice on 
Apprenticeships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What’s an apprenticeship?  

combine 
practical training in a job with studying to obtain qualifications

 
 

2. History of Apprenticeships and Why the government favour them? 

 
National Apprenticeship Service (NAS)

Strategy for the Future of Apprenticeships in England
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likely 
earn much more

apprenticeships have a much higher success rate on earning potential

Source: NAS 

Source: ONS 
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3. What are the entry requirements? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: UCAS 
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4. Apprenticeships v University? 

Degree apprenticeships are focused on developing the skills and 
knowledge for specific jobs and careers.

degree apprentices can be debt-free

Source: UCAS 
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A simple table comparing University v Apprenticeships is shown below: 
 
 

University 

College of Further Education, 
Higher Education or 
Foundation Degree 

Apprenticeship 

PRO’S PRO’S PRO’S 

 Investment in your 
future, 1/3 of jobs now 
require a degree 

 You can earn more in 
the future 

 Time to develop a 
deeper subject 
knowledge 

 Work and live amongst 
new people who love 
your subject too 

 Gain life skills along with 
higher level thinking 
skills  

 Lots of experiences: 
work experience, gap 
year in a foreign country  

 Smaller working 
environment than a large 
university  

 Smaller step between 
Level 3 and a full degree  

 Lower grades to get onto 
a Foundation degree 

 2 years for a foundation 
degree (usually 3-4 years 
for a degree)  

 Good basis for a step up 
to a degree afterwards  

 Further and higher study  
 

 Work and get an 
education 

 Get paid for doing the job 
from day one 

 Earn a qualification you 
do not have to pay for 
too 

 Gain employability skills 
as well as an education  

 Learn from people in the 
profession  

 Can earn a degree whilst 
doing an apprenticeship 
and some companies pay 
for this too – no student 
debt 

 Practical and vocational 
learning 
 

CON’S CON’S CON’S 

 Money – Tuition fees 
and loans 

 Might mean you need to 
move away 

 3 more years of 
education not earning a 
real wage 

 No guaranteed job at 
the end  

 

 Not a full degree 

 If you choose Level 3 
qualifications not moving 
up an academic level  

 Money – Need to pay 
Post-19 

 More time studying 

 No guaranteed job at the 
end 

 Time management in 
balancing full time work 
and study 

 Can pigeon hole you 

 More restrictions and not 
as much flexibility  

 Still no guaranteed job 
(Risk that some 
companies will only take 
you on for the time of the 
apprenticeship and then 
let you go)  

 
 

http://www.qmgs.org/
mailto:enquiries@qmgs.walsall.sch.uk


 
 
 
 

 
Queen Mary’s Grammar School

5. Why I chose an apprenticeship? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.qmgs.org/
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https://www.unifrog.org/blog/interview-with-eugene-why-i-chose-an-apprenticeship
https://www.unifrog.org/blog/interview-with-eugene-why-i-chose-an-apprenticeship
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/mar/07/why-apprenticeships-are-working
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/mar/07/why-apprenticeships-are-working
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/uk/worklife/campus/a22543244/why-should-you-do-an-apprenticeship/
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/uk/worklife/campus/a22543244/why-should-you-do-an-apprenticeship/
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6. Where to look for an apprenticeship? 
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https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch
https://careerfinder.ucas.com/jobs/apprenticeship/
https://www.jaguarlandroverretailerapprenticeships.co.uk/apply-now
https://joinus.barclays/eme/apprenticeships/
https://careermap.co.uk/ict-apprenticeships/
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7. Calendar of KEY Apprenticeship Events 

 
February 

What career Live? What University Live?

March 
 
National Apprenticeship event and conference

May 
 
Birmingham Jobs Fair 

June 
 
Birmingham Higher Education Exhibition in conjunction with UCAS

http://www.qmgs.org/
mailto:enquiries@qmgs.walsall.sch.uk
https://www.whatcareerlive.co.uk/birmingham
https://nationalapprenticeshipevents.co.uk/
https://www.thejobfairs.co.uk/network/birmingham/
https://www.ucas.com/events/birmingham-higher-education-exhibition-339421
https://www.ucas.com/events/birmingham-higher-education-exhibition-339421
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November 
 
World Skills Live 

8. Further Resources 

National Apprenticeship Service 

 
A guide to Apprenticeships - National Apprenticeship Service 

 
UCAS Guide to Apprenticeships 
https://www.ucas.com/file/120301/download?token=DPdwJ0EV 
 

Unifrog 

 
Amazing Apprenticeships  

 
 
 
 

http://www.qmgs.org/
mailto:enquiries@qmgs.walsall.sch.uk
https://www.worldskillsuk.org/directions/our-events/worldskills-uk-live
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/787717/Guide-to-Apprenticeships-260219-LR.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/787717/Guide-to-Apprenticeships-260219-LR.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/file/120301/download?token=DPdwJ0EV
https://www.unifrog.org/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/
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NGTU 

 

 
A parents’ guide to Apprenticeships 
 

 
 
Calendar of Apprenticeship Events 
 

 
 

http://www.qmgs.org/
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https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/711088/Parent-Guide-Apprenticeships.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/711088/Parent-Guide-Apprenticeships.pdf
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/employment-help-young-people/list-of-uk-careers-fairs-in-2019/
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/employment-help-young-people/list-of-uk-careers-fairs-in-2019/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/796345/Calendar_of_event_2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/796345/Calendar_of_event_2019.pdf

