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Foreword by Richard Langton, Headmaster 

It gives me great pleasure to write in this publication for the first time 
as the 37th Headmaster of QMGS. Since my appointment as a 
curriculum Deputy Head in 2011, I have become hugely involved in 
School life and am honoured to be leading such a historic institution. I 
have met many alumni over the past 7 years and have always been 
struck with the sense of pride that Marians have in their connection 
with the School. From Farchynys, to Wreath Laying and the CCF, I am 
committed to maintaining the traditions of the School within a 
changing educational landscape. 
 
The Mercian multi-academy trust (MAT) represents a wealth of new 
opportunities for the School and we have seen this in action this year, 
with a greater range of subjects being offered in the sixth form than 
ever before. 
 
The School continues to be in good health with regards to exam 
performance, with a Progress 8 score of +0.69 putting us in the upper 
heights of national league tables. Applications for Year 7 and Year 12 
places are at record numbers and there are a huge amount of extra-
curricular activities taking place in School. 
 
If you get a chance, have a look at the School website: click on the 
music tab to see photos of the collaborative projects with QMHS or on 
the Project Horizon icon to view the latest news from the near-space 
initiatives. The latest QM Observer newsletter gives a flavour of the 
last term and, with almost 10,000 tweets since 2012, the School’s 
twitter account also provides a remarkable record of School life. If you 
look hard enough, you may even find a photo of the new headmaster 
with Ross Morrison-McGill, a national education figure, who visited 
the School in February as part of our mental health initiatives. 
 
I am committed to the health and prosperity of the School going 
forward and I hope to write to you in the near future about some 
exciting opportunities.  
 
Thank you for your continued interest in the School. I look forward to 
hearing from and meeting many more Marians. 

June 2018 
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Editor’s Introduction 
 
On 1st January 2018 a new era began at Queen Mary’s with the 
appointment of Richard Langton as Headmaster as Tim Swain 
moves on to his new role as Chief Executive Officer of the Mercian 
Trust. 
 
Richard joined QM as Deputy Head in 2011 from Lawrence Sheriff 
School, a boys’ grammar School in Rugby where he was Head of 
Geography and a Head of Year.  In the last 12 months he has held 
the post of Head of School at QM enabling Tim to concentrate on the 
launch of the multi academy trust. 
 
Richard has already taken a close interest in the activities of QMC, 
regularly attending the meetings of the Management Committee; his 
“hands on” style has been greatly appreciated.  His enthusiastic 
support for Farchynys and the extracurricular life of the School has 
been greatly valued by the officers of the Club. 
 
In a time of change, the School needs the support of its alumni as 
much as ever.  Gill Columbine, our Alumni Officer, continues to 
expand our links with Old Marians of all generations.  Many recent 
leavers have supported the Careers Convention this year which has 
been a considerable help to the current Sixth Form (now numbering 
361 in a School of 1011 pupils). 
 
We are also keen to expand the activities of the Club to ensure that 
we meet the needs of all generations.  New ideas are very welcome. 
 
If you have not been in touch recently, we would like to hear from 
you - and your contemporaries. 
 
With best wishes 
 
Tim Lawrence  
 
alumni@qmgs.walsall.sch.uk 

 
June 2018 
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Tim Swain (QM1974-81) (Staff 1987-2017) 
As you will know, Tim Swain has resigned as Headmaster – and as President 

of QMC; he was succeeded on 1st January 2018 by Richard Langton. Not since 

1955 and the departure of A.N.Hamilton has a Head relinquished his position 

to move on to another role in education. The creation of the Mercian Trust is 

a landmark in the history of the School, the Foundation and indeed the 

Town. 

Although we are not saying farewell to Tim – and he will continue to have a 

major role in the governance of the School – it seems right at this stage to 

pay tribute, in this publication, to his remarkable service to Queen Mary’s 

Grammar School and to record his career to date. 

Tim joined the School as a “Fustie” in 1974 and had a highly successful 

academic career at School. In the Sixth Form he took French, English and 

German (then identified in the Green Book by the politically incorrect letter 

“J”!). He spent time in 6HB under the exacting regime of Kenneth Warburton, 

where hard work and attention to detail was expected and valued. Outside 

the classroom Tim was involved in music and drama and, of course, was a 

Senior Prefect. 

Encouraged by John Anderson, Tim went on to study at St John’s College, 

Oxford reading Modern Languages, and developing a longstanding love of 

France. He returned to Walsall and to the Staff of QM in 1987:  he was 

appointed Year Master of the First Year in 1989 and two years later became 

Head of Modern Languages. On Stuart Holtam’s appointment to the 

Headship, Tim succeeded Bob (Killer) Fletcher as Head of Sixth Form. In his 

time, the Sixth Form Common Room moved to the Sutton Road houses which 

marked a new era for senior pupils. 

During these years, Tim established a reputation as a formidable and 

innovative classroom teacher, for his energetic involvement in foreign 

exchanges, Farchynys visits and extra-curricular activities. His performances 

in Assembly soon became legendary, not least his cooking demonstrations 

on stage – which would never pass modern fire regulations! He served as 

Chairman of the Common Room, took an enthusiastic role in staff social 

activities – and tries, to this day, to beat Jon Rockett at Squash. 

Tim became Second Master in 1997, serving as Stuart Holtam’s sole deputy 

and right hand man until 2008, through the transition to Grant Maintained 
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status. He played a pivotal role in the School’s acquisition of Language 

College and then Business & Enterprise Status. 

In 2008, Tim succeeded Stuart as the 36th Headmaster of QMGS. The last ten 

years have seen some remarkable achievements and changes. Academic 

standards have been maintained. Innovation in teaching and learning has 

been fostered. The School – and especially the Sixth Form -  has grown in 

size. The fabric of the School has improved dramatically with the creation of 

the Humanities Wing, The Collier Centre and the Multi-Purpose Play Area – 

with extensions to the Science Block currently in progress. The House 

System has been revived and modernised with considerable success. Tim 

has given wholehearted support to the extracurricular life of the School, to 

Games, to the CCF and especially to Farchynys. The acquisition of the Barn, 

the Cottage and the increased land in the Farchynys Estate have created 

great opportunities for future generations of Marians. He has also been a 

driving force in the School’s move to Academy Status and the subsequent 

creation of the Mercian Trust. 

Tim has provided inspiring leadership to the School during these years; 

furthermore, he has continued the work of his predecessors in encouraging 

the activities of the QMA and the QMC. 

TJS has always endeavoured to combine 

respect for the traditions and history of 

the School with an innovative outlook 

and a forward looking approach. His 

great concern and care for pupils and 

colleagues – and all members of the QM 

community has always been evident. He 

has been supported unstintingly in his 

dedication to QM by his wife, Christiane – 

and their children, Oliver, Jacob and 

Marianne – all Marians! 

The Club thanks Tim warmly for his work 

on our behalf and wishes him well in his 

new role. 
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My Day at the Palace 

By Walter Balmford MBE (QM1937-46) 

During the last week of November 2017, I received a letter from the 
Cabinet Office notifying me that the Prime Minister was proposing to 
put my name forward to the Queen who would be graciously pleased 
that I be appointed a Member of the most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire. 
 
I can honestly say that I was genuinely surprised but also highly 
delighted.  I reflected on the fact I was being recognised for all my 
years of hard work—I was very proud.  Although the letter clearly 
stated that I was being informed in “strict confidence” I felt sure it 
would be in order to share my joy with my immediate family, which I 
did. 
 
In the middle of January 2018 I received another letter.  This one from 
the Central Chancery of the orders of Knighthood, notifying me of the 
date of the investiture which would be held on 17 February 2018. 
 
The great day arrived, and with members of my family around me I left 
the Charterhouse (where Walter lives) to head for Buckingham Palace.  
When we arrived at the designated gate, our taxi was directed to the 
inner courtyard where we drove right up to the colonnaded entrance. 
 
I was offered the use of 
a lift to ascent to the 
main state rooms, but I 
did not want to miss 
out on climbing the 
grand staircase.  AT the 
top I was ushered into 
an ante-room and my 
family were guided to 
the ballroom.  When I 
first entered there were 
about 20 people 
standing waiting, but 
this soon swelled to 
more than 70, and once 
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we were all assembled an usher explained what the procedure would 
be for the ceremony. 
 
The Investiture was organised, as you 
would expect, with precision.  We 
were told how we should approach 
the dais, on which the Prince of Wales 
was standing, until our toes touched 
it, and give a small bow.  While the 
Prince was pinning my medal to my 
lapel he asked how long I had been 
involved in education and training?  
“65 years, Your Royal Highness”, I 
replied.  “65 with one School?” he 
asked.  “I have been involved at all 
levels , from nursery schools to 
universities”.  “Well done”, said the 
Prince, “ I hope it continues for many years”.  He shook my hand, and 
as I stepped back to turn and depart, the Prince said “I hope you don’t 
mind my saying so, but you don’t look old enough to have done 65 
years”. 
 
I then moved on to meet my family, where I was given a fascinating 
presentation booklet setting out details about the award, why it had 
been made to me, and information on all the other people who had 
also received an honour with me.  My family and I then made our way 
back downstairs to have our photograph taken. 
 
A taxi, unexpectedly, was organised for me by the Palace and I made 
my return journey back to the Charterhouse.  In the afternoon my 
dear friend Richard Birchnell, on his own volition, organised a 
wonderful lunch, where 45 people—my family, colleagues form the 
City and other friends—celebrated my proud day. 
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Michael Stansbury (QM1944-52)  
Michael recently contacted the School from his home in Shetland and later 

called in.  In 1952 he was accepted to read Geography at Birmingham Uni-

versity and was most grateful to receive an award from the Old Boys’ 

Scholarship Fund to help him with the cost of travel.  He has most gener-

ously donated some funds to help some of today’s students in the same 

way.   His earlier trip to Antarctica is recorded in The Marian: 

From The Marian January 1958 ... 

Michael Stansbury set sail at the beginning of October on the first stage of a 

journey to Antarctica.  After leaving QMS he gained a BA (Hons) degree in Ge-

ography at Birmingham University and was Chairman of the Students’ Geo-

graphical Society for 1956-7.  During 1956 he was one of the leaders with the 

Brathy exploration group in Norway.  The reason for his present journey is that 

he has been appointed assistant glaciologist and meteorologist with the Falk-

lands Islands Dependencies Survey team on service in Antarctica, and expects 

to be one of a party relieving the men stationed at Hope Bay.  Before leaving he 

broadcast on Antarctica in the BBC programme, “Science Review”.  An interest-

ing feature of his journey is that he was likely to be able to spend a few days, 

en route, in the Falkland Islands, with his sister, Anne, who has been appointed 

by the Colonial Office to a teaching post in Port Stanley.  As we go to press, we 

learn that the “Shackleton” on which he was a passenger, has met with some 

mishap in the ice, and is returning to the Falklands for repairs.  Happily, all on 

board are reported safe, and we look forward to a fuller report of his Antarctic 

adventures in the next issue. 

From The Marian January 1959 ... 

After a most interesting voyage in the Royal Research Ship “Shackleton” I even-

tually arrived in South Georgia at the beginning of February, to take over the 

work of Glaciologist to the Royal Society’s International Geophysical Year Expe-

dition in South Georgia. 

South Georgia is an island in the South Atlantic about 70 miles long and 30 

miles broad, very mountainous, with Mt Paget towering 9000 feet out of the 

sea.  Between the various mountains are large valleys filled with great glaciers 

which reach the sea and terminate in ice cliffs often more than 100 ft high.  

The work of the Expedition has been concentrated on three of the smaller and 

less heavily crevassed glaciers, which fringe the shore of Cumberland Bay.  By 

various methods we have been able to determine the rate of movement of these 
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glaciers, in addition to much other information which has been collected on 

the buget of the glacier, temperature of the ice, and banding I crevasses.  A 

tunnel some 54 feet long  has been dug in to the back wall of a small corrie 

glacier and the annual bands caused by the dirt which lies on the glacier in 

summer, have been measured and counted.  It is indeed very fascinating work. 
 

South Georgia is the home of the Antarctic whaling fleets, and here at 

Grytviken, in addition to the Government station, we have the Compania    

Argentina de Pesca, one of the three whaling stations which are left on the 

island.  There are also fourteen factory ships from many different countries.  

The processing of the whale is a gory and at first a most unpleasant business, 

but one gets used to the bloody sights and the acrid, penetrating smell of 

whale cooking.  Here now in the heart of winter one misses the noise and smell 

of the “season” which lasts from October to April, and the bay seems terribly 

deserted without the constant parade of catchers and tow boats bringing in 

their harvest. 
 

With the coming of the winter snows, the most popular sport is skiing, and 

even the smallest journey has to be done on skis.  With so many Norwegians 

working in the whaling stations, there is an ideal opportunity to learn how to 

spend a good percentage of your time on skis in a vertical position.  The Nor-

wegians are extremely keen on their national sport and take it very seriously, 

especially since the Island Ski Championships are coming up shortly.  In the 

ski jumping they have so far reached 44 metres, which is close on a record 

jump for the station, so that we are all expecting that record to go this year. 
 

As far as other sports are concerned, we have managed to make a Badminton 

court out of one of the warehouses in the Station, and have formed what must 

be the most southerly Badminton Club in the world.  Conditions are far from 

ideal, of course, but it provides a bit of fun, and played hard for the couple of 

evenings a week keeps us all fairly fit.  Another couple of evenings are spent in 

visiting the “Kino”, the cinema in the whaling station, which shows some excel-

lent British, American, Norwegian and Swedish films.  A film in Swedish with 

Norwegian subtitles is often a little confusing to say the least, but one usually 

manages to make something of it in the end.  As you can see, with all these 

varied activities there is little time left, and when a boat comes in there is usu-

ally a tremendous panic to get letters written and posted. 
 

These are just a few random thoughts on life here at 54 degrees south, which 

may be of interest to Old Marians, to whom I convey my very best wishes. 
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The Mystery of the School Bell 

Many of you will be unaware of the School 

Bell, until Speech Day, when it now rings 

as pupils walk away from School to the 

morning service at St Matthew’s Church. 

The Bell is housed in the tower above the 

entrance to School (as shown in the 

picture) but is, of course, inaccessible to 

staff and pupils alike. 

In September 2017 a builder working on 

scaffolding over the School roof noticed 

that the bell was inscribed with the name of HMS Triumph, a ship which was 

commissioned in May 1946, serving in many different war zones until being 

eventually scrapped in 1981.  He took the picture opposite and did some 

searching on the internet, responding to the following blog about HMS 

Triumph: 

 “The question I have is whether you would have an idea where the ship's 

bell might be? Or do you suppose it would simply have gone when she was 

broken up? I ask because my father served on her in about 1946-9, and I 

was christened on her in 1949.” 

(Name withheld) 

 

We then received the following enquiry: 

“I am sure this is not the first enquiry regarding this subject, but I hope 

you can take the time to help me with my quest. My father was a Chief 

engineer in the Royal Navy, and in 1967 was stationed in Singapore on 

board HMS Triumph. I was born there, and also christened on board ship. 

Unfortunately, my father passed away in 1982.  However, one abiding 

memory is of him telling me my name should have been engraved on the 

inside of the ship’s bell, as a result of my christening. 

I have spent many years searching for the whereabouts of the 

aforementioned bell, even finding one in a boiler cupboard within Truro 

Council offices. Unfortunately, this had no names engraved in it. 

However, my fiancée found something on line this evening, showing a 

photo of an HMS Triumph bell at your School. My question therefore is, 
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are you aware whether your bell has any names engraved inside it, and if 

so is there a chance of visiting the School to get a photo? This would mean 

an awful lot to me.” 

(Name withheld) 

 

There are no inscriptions on the inside of the bell, sadly, but it does raise 

the question of how and why a School so far from the sea has a bell from an 

aircraft carrier! 

A few Old Marians who were here in the 1960s were asked if they knew 

anything about the bell.  Steve Parkes (QM1961-67), when asked about the 

bell tower, remembers being very intrigued.  “Apparently it had no bell in it, 

but there were plans for one to be installed at some point in the future—

presumably when suitable funds had been raised!” 

In The Marian of July 1967 there is an unattributed poem called “The School 

Bell Tower” which seems to indicate (with telling italics) that the tower at 

that time was empty: 

“Ask not for whom the Bell tolled:  it tolleth for thee.” 
     And, ye who would deride, 

Seek not to know where be the Bell to toll: 
Anon will he provide. 

 

So, just how, why and when did the bell arrive here?   

Do let us know if you have the answer to this intriguing story! 
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Robert (Vin) Smith (QM1956-60) 
 

We have received our annual letter from Australia with news of Vin and 
his wife, Marilyn, who have been working in a remote part of Australia 

supporting the church there 
 

Letter from Australia ... 
 
I was thinking of you all this morning as I took my usual morning walk 
up to the observation tower on a high hill overlooking the town and out 
to the Arafura Sea. As usual, it was a gorgeous morning – warm, quite 
humid, blue sky with marvellous fluffy cloud formations, and sunlight 
sparkling on the sea surface. Turning slightly to my left I look down on 
a wetland area with a large lagoon, infested, they tell me, with croco-
diles, including one very large male that owns the territory. This wet-
land area borders the town golf course, and last week there was a 
warning going round that there was a croc hanging around the 6th hole. 
 
Then, turning to the other direction, I look out over endless tropical 
savannah that covers thousands of square kilometres of East 
Arnhemland. (Incidentally, Arnhemland gets its name from the first 
European ship to visit this coast – it was a vessel of the Dutch East 
India Company named after the Dutch city of Arnhem that turned up 
here in the 17th Century). There is a wild beauty to it all that would be 
wonderful if you could relax on the pristine beaches and swim in the 
turquoise sea without having to worry about crocodiles and stingers. 
  
We are both well and keeping quite busy. The weather here at this time 
of year is a bit like February in Sydney/Wollongong. Daily highs of 
around 30/31degrees and lows of 20/21 degrees. Humidity is similar 
to February in Sydney/Wollongong, but low in comparison to how it is 
here for much of the year -  especially ''the build-up'' from October to 
December before the rains start. 
  
We've had a couple of trips out into the bush in our rugged old 4 WD 
vehicle. Last Sunday we went out to the annual Garma Festival, which is 
a celebration of the Yolgnu culture. All quite fascinating. 
  
We've also had a few dinners at the Boat Club, situated about 10 kms 
from town on Melville Bay. It's not a club like you'd find at Double Bay - 
it's pretty basic, but in an idyllic tropical setting - and it serves huge 
sized meals (Marilyn and I usually just share one between us). 
 12



 

 

It's also a favourite stop-over anchorage for international yachties and 
live-aboard sailors, who can careen their boats against a set of posts 
in shallow water in order to clean their hulls. It also has basic 
bathroom and washing facilities which they can row ashore to use - 
watching out for crocodiles, taipans and death adders! 
  
Marilyn is back teaching at the High School and has become a bit of a 
favourite with some of the Yonglu teenagers. They certainly present a 
challenge for teachers because they tend to come and go as they 
please, and often spend the day asleep on the classroom floor. It's 
certainly a different world up here! It seems the kids remember her 
from last year and she still is known as “Miss America.” 
  
My work in the church has been going quite well. The members are an 
appreciative bunch and I enjoy working with them. The chairman of 
the church council, a young doctor named Andy, and his wife and 3 
kids are just about to leave for 2 months voluntary work in a hospital 
in Niger, one of the poorest countries in the world. They did the same 
last year -all at their own expense. It gives you some idea of the 
quality of the people we have here. 
  
Anyway, we are now into the second half of our supply ministry and I 
think that by the end of another 6 weeks we will be glad to be on our 
way home, via Cairns where we will relax for a couple of days and 
reorientate ourselves back to civilization. 
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James Simister (QM 1966-73) 

 

After leaving QM, I worked for a year on archaeological 
digs and in various other jobs but decided not to study 
Archaeology. Instead I read History at Southampton, 
specialising in medieval and early modern History. I 
was active in the Student Union and was its Treasurer 
1977-78. Politics and history are still my main 
interests along with classical music and films. 
 

After University I had several jobs including selling 
Wedgwood china in Harrods in London, and in several 
smaller business in the Midlands. In 1983 I was elected 
to Walsall Council for Aldridge South and Central 

Ward. I served as Vice-Chair of the Land and Property Committee, playing a 
small part in helping Walsall FC to secure its new home at Bescot. 
 

More significantly I was also Vice-Chair of the Education Committee and 
served on several governing bodies including the ‘Tech’. I realised that 
teaching in further and adult education was an attractive career, and so I 
took a course at Wolverhampton Polytechnic to qualify as a ‘lecturer’. I 
enjoyed my teaching practices at Bridgnorth College and qualified in 1987. 
 

The first full-time teaching post I was offered was in Surrey. I resigned from 
Walsall Council in 1988 and spent 11 years at Kingston College of Further 
Education. I taught a range of subjects including History at A-level and GCSE 
but have never taught it full-time which has helped me to maintain my 
enthusiasm for it. I was fortunate to have been taught History by John 
Anderson and David Fink, the historians of QM, among other fine teachers. 
 

On leaving Kingston, I worked for a charity, CSV (Community Service 
Volunteers), for 2 years. I was then glad to return to adult education, first in 
Widening Participation projects in East Sussex and then in Lifelong Learning 
at Birkbeck College, University of London. 
 

From 2005-11, I was Vice-Principal of Surrey Hills Learning, a small FE college 
serving the Leatherhead and Dorking area. Our younger students were largely 
being home-schooled; when I took my MA Education from Chichester 
University my dissertation was about home educated teenagers. Since 2011, I 
have worked part-time and throughout this chequered career I have kept in 
regular touch with several of my contemporaries from QMGS. 
 

Over the years my politics have changed. As a Conservative councillor in the 
1980s, I could not defend the Poll Tax or, for example, the de-regulation of 
bus services which affected my ward in Aldridge very badly. I learned a lot 
about Walsall of which I had not previously been aware. As a councillor I also 
enjoyed cordial relations with the teaching unions and, after starting to 
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teach, I became active in NATFHE at Kingston and eventually branch 
secretary. 
 

I now teach adult classes and I talk to various societies and groups in London 
and Sussex about a wide range of historical and political subjects from Bede 
or the Kingdom of Mercia to Tom Paine or Dr Samuel Johnson. I spend my 
spare time with my wife Mary and our children John and Nina, playing tennis, 
and going to concerts and films. I have several voluntary commitments and I 
am proud to have been involved in the long but successful campaign for a 
South Downs National Park. 

World  Scout Jamboree 

Elliot Smith, currently in Year 10, is part of 36th Walsall 
1st Aldridge Scout group Explorer Section.  He is one of 36 
scouts selected from across West Mercia to attend the 24th 
World Scouting Jamboree in West Virginia as part of the 
UK contingent in 2019. 
 

A World Scout Jamboree is where scouts from most countries in the world 
come together to spend ten days camping with each other, taking part in 
activities learning about the difference between cultures and scouting 
around the world.   
 

They will also be spending two weeks with a family in either America, 
Canada or Mexico where they sample what life is like in that culture and 
country. 
 

Elliot has to raise £3500 to be able to go.  Part of the money goes towards 
his own visit but part of it will go towards funding other scouts form third 
world countries who cannot afford to pay, so that they can experience 
something truly life-changing. 
 

A couple of years ago, Sam Shackleton went to Japan for the 23rd World 
Scout Jamboree and some Old Marians were kind enough to support his 
fund-raising and his life was truly changed by his adventure.  He wrote:  
“Since we've returned all I've been thinking about is everyone that we met, 
everything that we did and how quickly it all went by! The activities we got to 
do with people from almost every country in the world was phenomenal, in a 
place where there were no divisions or discrimination. It's really opened up 
my eyes to the world and different cultures - many of our group are now 
thinking about being an adult helper at the 2019 Jamboree in West Virginia!”   
 

If you needed persuading that travel broadens the mind, that says it all! 
 

If you would like to help Elliot raise the money he needs, please donate via 
the Old Marians website at http://qmclub.org/donations/ 
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News has reached us that ……… 
 

 … Tim Haywood (QM1974-81)  is now the proud owner of Astley 
Vineyard, in Stourport on Severn 
 

Astley Vineyard was established in 1971 and many of the original vines still 
stand - including the unique 46 year old Kerner - providing almost 
unrivalled maturity and heritage for the wines. 
 

The website explains:  “With just 5 acres under vine, Astley’s is a boutique 
producer that strives to produce elegant wines full of character: the 
main focus is on still white wines, but they also produce a sparkling made 
from the Kerner and occasionally a Late Harvest wine. 
 

Jonty Daniels - a legend amongst small English wine producers - owned and 
crafted the vineyard's reputation for over 24 years, and so when he retired 
in July 2017, his mantle was passed over to the Haywood family. Sharing his 
vision for quality wines that exude passion and love, the family of five have 
a great many ideas for the future of this little vineyard.” 
 

… Michael Taylor (QM1975-82) is resident in Perth, W Australia 

Michael emailed:  I left Queen Mary’s to study for a BSc at UCL which 
I completed and went on to do a PhD. In 1971, I left to take up a lectureship 
at the University of Auckland NZ and shifted in 1979 to a Research 
Fellowship at the Australian National University in Canberra. In 1990, I was 
appointed to the Chair in Geography at the University of Western Australia, 
in Perth WA. I moved back to a Chair at the University of Portsmouth in the 
UK and in 2001 to the Chair in Geography at the University of Birmingham. I 
retired from that position in late 2011 and, with my wife, returned to 
Western Australia in 2015 where we have had citizenship since 1983. 
 

QMGS had a massive positive impact on my life, and also on my older 
brother’s life (Kenneth H Taylor) who became a very successful architect and 
now lives in Shrewsbury.” 
 

… Muhammad Umair Asim (QM2008-2015), is at University in 
Pakistan 
 

Muhammad Asim is currently at university in his home country of Pakistan, studying 
Medicine (MBBS) at Rawalpindi Medical University. He started studying there at the 
beginning of the 2016 academic year, and has now completed his first year.  

… Philip Wootton (QM1974-81), son of former Governor and QM Club 
Chairman Bob Wootton (QM1942-49) is now Rev Wootton, Team Rector of 
Tettenhall Wood and Perton.  
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… Steven Tromans (QM1975-82) is brewing fine craft ales in 

Worcester 

CAMRA’s Worcester branch writes: 
 

“The Sociable Beer Company, in the heart of Worcester City, usually only 
opens its doors to the drinking public on Fridays from 4 to 10 pm.  The two 
brewers, Jason and Steve, were on hand to provide information on the brew-
ery, bar food, excellent ale and a generous helping of bonhomie. A very socia-
ble evening was had by all. 
 

After acquiring the city centre premises and having their gleaming custom-
built kit manufactured in Slovenia, brewing began in early 2017. The new 
brewery was opened to the public soon after. Output capacity of the new 
plant is a little over 1,000 litres, and there are three regular beers produced, 
the aptly named Bash, Wingding and Shindig. Shindig is a smooth but well-
hopped light golden session ale that comes in at 3.6%. Bash is a very refresh-
ing full bodied golden ale at 4%, and Wingding is a hoppy pale ale at 4.2% 
with a strong Citra hops finish. 
 

Talking with Jason and Steve it’s immediately apparent that these two are 
passionate about their beer, and have sunk a considerable amount of time, 
energy and funding into this venture. The choice of venue seems to work 
well, with the brewery being open regularly as a tap room once a week. While 
it’s still early days for this brewery, Jason and Steve clearly have plans in 
hand for the future, and look like they are on to a winner.  
 

… Mark Purcell (QM1982-89)  has become Deputy Director of Cam-
bridge University Library 
 

Mark has also been made Vice President of the Society of Antiquaries and has 
just published a book on “Country House Libraries” (Yale University Press). 
 
 

… Tim Hannam (QM1984-91) has been appointed Queen's Counsel 
 

On Friday 29th December 2017, Citadel Chambers announced that  
Tim Hannam had been successful in his application for silk.  They write: 
 

“In his outstanding career as a junior, Tim has dealt with all types of criminal 
work, but has gained significant experience and renown at a national level in 
cases involving ‘white collar’ crime, including excise, VAT and Revenue 
frauds.   Most recently, he was involved in the HMRC / CPS landmark £110 
million direct tax case known as Operation Amazon : investigation and prep-
aration over many years culminated in conviction of six defendants after a 9 
month trial at Southwark Crown Court.  Tim’s appointment as Queen’s Coun-
sel will be formalised at a ceremony on 26th February 2018.” 
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You and Queen Mary’s have a unique 

relationship 
 
 

Many Old Marians choose to help us by giving donations to help the 

School and support its pupils.  If you also sign a Gift Aid Declaration, we 

can claim 25% of the value of your gift back from HM Revenue & Customs 

-  you must, of course, pay in more than we reclaim! 
 

 We are currently raising money to replace the minibus and would 

like to launch a campaign in the near future for improvements to 

sports facilities; 
 

 We always need help to keep Farchynys running, ensuring the 

upkeep of the building and making improvements as and when 

possible; 
 

 The Community Fund provides support for individual pupils in 

times of hardship; 
 

 Sponsorship:  by sponsoring an event or a product you will ensure 

that it continues into the future.  Sponsorship can be given for this 

booklet, for instance, or if you would like to sponsor a local event 

for Old Marians, just let us know and we will help organise it; 
 

 A Legacy Gift - a donation made through your Will ensures that the 

School benefits after your death.  Even though it is such a sad 

prospect, we would be grateful to hear about it beforehand, so that 

we can have a chance to talk to you about it and to thank you for 

your generosity.  We do have a leaflet about Legacies - just ask. 
 

You can give 

 By sending us a cheque payable to QMGS by post to the school 
address marked for the attention of the Alumni Office; 

 By setting up a Standing Order to our bank account – details on 

request; 

 Via the website www.qmclub.org/donations.  Just follow the 

instructions to make a Donation via PayPal or with a Debit/Credit 
card.  (If you wish to give by credit/debit card, then click the 
donations button and navigate via the Don’t have a PayPal 
account? section.) 
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If you would like to help but not by giving money … 

Our current pupils are often supported by Old Marians who give their 

time and expertise rather than money.   

Careers Events:  Old Marians come and spend time talking to 

individual students about possible career choices; 

Work Experience placements:  Old Marians can help find 

placements; 

Student Support:  Old Marians can support a student through, for 

instance, practice interviews. 

 

 ….. or you can give yourself a holiday … ! 

 

If you are longing to spend a 

holiday at Farchynys (maybe to 

relive your misspent youth), then 

you may like to know that the 

Club now owns a Cottage which is 

available for holiday lettings 

through Sykes Cottages:  

www.sykescottages.co.uk (search 

for Farchynys Court Cottage in 

Snowdonia). 

 

But above all, please remember to stay in touch … 

We love to hear about what you are doing and are always looking for 

stories for our next booklet, so drop an email to 

alumni@qmgs.walsall.sch.uk.  Staying in touch by email, costs the School 

nothing, so please do let us know if you can be contacted by email 

instead of by post. 
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CRY Heart Screening Day 
 
We were recently contacted by Martin Dingle (QM1974-81), whose wife, Ra-
chel, raises funds for CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young) a charity which is close 
to her heart since she lost her younger brother to a sudden collapse when he 
was only 23. 
 
Rachel and Martin run chari-

ty events to raise money 

which is then used to fund 

heart screening events for 

those aged between 14 and 

35.  They have to raise 

£5000 to hold a screening 

day with all the experienced 

staff and equipment re-

quired, so QMGS was 

pleased to offer the use of 

the School on Saturday 21st 

April:  the 100 screening 

slots were filled. 

The generous staff who ran the day with 

Rachel and her daughter on the right and 

Richard Langton fourth from the right. 

In co-operation with Martin and Rachel, we also hope to run a charity rugby 
event later in the year to help Martin and Rachel raise money to put a pub-
licly accessible defibrillator on the roadside near School, which will be linked 
to the national ambulance defib database. 
 

When we heard of the death of Kevin Carr (see obituary) this became a joint 
event to raise money both for the defibrillator and for Kevin’s Foundation, 
the Chalky White Foundation, which raises money to help children bereaved 
by cancer.   
 

In the meantime, if you would like to 
see what Rachel and Martin have been 
doing to raise money, please do look at 
the YouTube clip below where you may 
see some familiar faces - Matthew 
Moore, Ali Metcalfe, Matthew Green, 
Colin Charvis, Richard Scandrett, Mar-
cus Davis, Matt Holden, Andrew Walker, 
Nick Rose as well as Martin himself. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=youtu.be&v=RWnDtIwY_Jo&app=desktop 
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Old Marians in the 1914-18 War  
by Paul Hughes 

 

After spending many years researching the men and women from Chipping 
Campden, Weston-sub-edge and Aston sub-edge who served in the Great War 
I have now been concentrating on the old boys of QMGS who served in both 
world wars. The memorial board in the School hall currently records 102 old 
boys and staff from the 1914-18 war and 86 from the 1939-45 war. The 
project also includes those that served and survived. At present there are 
523 survivors from the Great War and 877 from the 1939-45 war. This list 
has been growing steadily over the last few years and it is expected to 
continue to grow as the years go by.  
 
2014 saw the 100th anniversary of the start of the Great War and ever since I 
have ensured that the School has remembered each old boy who died as we 
arrived at the 100th anniversary of his death. The first old boy to die was 
Private Hubert Sedgwick Sanders, Royal Warwickshire Regiment, who died on 
5th May 1915. It was an honour to be at his grave with a battlefield tour from 
QMGS and then to talk about him in a whole School assembly. One of the two 
worst days for QMGS during the war fell on 13th October 1915 when four old 
boys serving with the 1/5th Bn., South Staffordshire Regiment, were killed in 
action at the Hohenzollern Redoubt during the Battle of Loos. None have a 
known grave and all are remembered on the Loos Memorial, near Lens in 
France. I wrote an article about the four old boys that was published in the 
“Battle of Loos Association Journal”. I also donated photographs of all and 
they are currently on display in the Loos Museum in the Mairie in the centre 
of Loos-en-Gohelle village. 
 
The other day in the war that saw four 
old boys killed came on 14th March 1917 
when the 1/5th Bn, South Staffordshire 
Regiment attacked form Bois de Biez 
towards the German trenches in front 
of Bucquoy. Today the 3 officers who 
were killed, 2nd Lieutenants Taylor, 
Tildesley and Lavender are buried side 
by side in Foncquevillers Cemetery 
(known as “Funky Villas” by the troops) 
in France. This is the only 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
cemetery in the world where old boys are buried side by side. Sadly the 
fourth old boy to die in the attack, Private Sidney Toon, is buried four miles 
away in Rossignol Wood Cemetery. The field that these four old boys died in 
is a quiet and lonely spot. I have been there several times and it was great to 
be able to take a small party of QMGS old boys and governors to the spot a 
couple of years ago. 22



 

 

QMGS lost four old boys on a single day twice in the war but there is only 
one CWGC cemetery in the world where four QMGS old boys are buried. 
That cemetery is Etaples Military Cemetery, near Boulogne. Private Jeffries 
and Corporal Foster both died in 1917 while 2nd Lt. Sidney Davis and 2nd Lt. 
Carpenter both died in 1918. The twitter account, @QMGS191418, recently 
remembered the 100th anniversary of the death of 2nd Lt Davis in March 2018 
and 2nd Lt Carpenter in April 2018. The old boys are not buried together in 
the cemetery at Etaples but it is a very special place to visit as a member of 
the current teaching staff at QMGS. It should also be noted that the Thiepval 
Memorial in France records the names of 11 old boys of QMGS who died in 
the 1916 Somme battle and who have no known graves.  
 
As we approach the 100th anniversary of the signing of the Armistice in 
November I thought it would be a good idea to remember the last four old 
boys to die overseas in the war. QMGS already has two plaques at the 
Lochnagar minecrater on the 1916 Somme battlefield. These remember 
Sergeant Hibbett and Lt Allen who both died on 1st July 1916, the opening 
day of the Battle of the Somme. The proposal was agreed by the QMC and 
the four new plaques were put in place at the crater in May 2018. These 
plaques remember Private Harold Blockley (4th November 1918), Captain 
Pritchard (23 October 1918), Private Eric Shaw (12 October 1918) and Private 
Dennis Stanley (18 October 1918). Not only are these plaques remembering 
old boys of QMGS who gave their lives for their country but purchasing 
these plaques helps to preserve the crater that was blown at 7.28am on the 
opening day of the battle of the Somme. A visit to these plaques is now a 
permanent fixture on the itinerary of the annual QMGS May battlefield tour. 
Another act of remembrance for the battlefield tour group is held annually 
in St. George’s Church in Ypres, Belgium.  
 
A few years ago I organised a brass plaque 
to be placed in the church to remember the 
old boys who served in the Ypres Salient 
and on the Somme. This is another 
permanent memorial that clearly shows that 
QMGS have not forgotten the old boys who 
made the ultimate sacrifice. 

 
I have been a volunteer at the National Memorial 
Arboretum for 10 years. In 2014 I organised a tree 
plaque to be installed at the site. This was funded by the 
QMC and the headmaster, School governors, old boys 
and members of the CCF were there when it was 
dedicated in June 2014. Every year I organise a visit to 
the site for Design and Technology students and we 
always hold a short act of remembrance at the tree and 
leave a wreath to mark our visit.  
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As the period of 100th anniversary commemorations draws to a close I felt 
that if would be a good idea to look closely at the names on the memorial 
board in the School hall. A number of small errors have been identified. 
These have been reported to the QMC committee.  
 
I have also identified some names that appear to have been missed off the 
memorial. The local newspapers clearly state that both Signalman William 
James Beddow, RNVR (died 17 November 1917) and Private Ernest James 
Heath, Grenadier Guards (died 2 August 1917) were old boys of QMGS. The 
trouble is no trace of either can be found in the School registers and 
archives.  
 
There are also four names that could possibly be added to the 1939-45 
section of the memorial. The first two have a strong case to be included. 
Lance Corporal James Kenneth Myers, Life Guards, died on 7 August 1944 
and we have found him in the School records. He was at QMGS for 3 years, 
1931-34. Private Harry Taylor, King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, died on 30 
July 1944. His admission number was recently discovered in the archives but 
nothing else has been found. Very little has been discovered about the final 
two. The Marian suggests that an old boy named “A. Taylor” was killed in 
1943 while serving in the RAF. Nothing else has yet been found. The fourth 
case is also hard to identify. The Marian suggests that an old boy named 
“John Richard Jones” (at QMGS 1927-30), also died during the war. The final 
decision is now with the QMC. I have presented the evidence that I have and 
it is hoped that the memorial board will be updated and corrected later this 
year. 
 
For updates on my research and my regular battlefield tours please see 
@QMGS191418 twitter 
account.  
 
April 2018 
 

Paul R. Hughes, Head of  
Design and Technology at 
QMGS 2004-present 
 
Author of  
“Campden 1914-18”  
and  
“From Country Boys to 
Soldier Boys” 

Pupils on the Battlefields Tour 2017 with pictures of 

Sergeant Hibbett and Lt Allen who both died on 1st July 

1916, the opening day of the Battle of the Somme. 

If anyone has information about the possible missing soldiers on the memorial boards, please 
do get in touch via the Alumni Office at School. 
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Our Old Boys in the 1914-18 War 
 

On Remembrance Day 2017, the School honoured all 

the Old Marians who gave their lives for the freedom of 

our nation.   

Cadets from the CCF held a picture of each Old Marian 

during a moving Assembly. 

A full list of the fallen is available at          

qmclub.org/publications/   

(to view, click on the Roll of Honour booklet, then click on the square 
brackets on the right to make it full screen) 
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Alan’s next-of-kin Patricia Arrowsmith writes: 

Alan was born in North Walsall in 1929.  On Sunday mornings he 

would walk to Rycroft Engine sheds, where his grandfather worked as 

an Engine Driver.  This started a life-long love of steam engines.   

 

When he left Queen Mary’s he went to be a Clerk at the London Mid-

land & Scottish Railway (Walsall) where he met his future wife, Kath-

leen. 

 

He did National Service with the Royal Engineers.   Alan was also an 

early member of the Severn Valley Railway support group. 

 

By 1960 Alan was Sales Manager at Conex Sanbra in Great Bridge. 

 

Developing an interest in photography and local history, Alan record-

ed many photographs and films of the changing landscape of the 

Black Country.  He also belonged to the Black Country Society.  He 

gave over 400 talks and slide presentations.  Later in life, he donated 

the bulk of his photographic archive to Walsall Local History Centre. 

 

For most of his adult life Alan worshipped at Caldmore Methodist 

Church.  His other interest was his garden. 

 

Rest in Peace, Alan 

 

Patricia Arrowsmith. 

Alan Henry Price  

(QM1941-45)                                                 Died in 2016 
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LIVING MEMORY PROJECT 
 

On 8th January 2018 The Express & Star carried a story about a new 
project in the Black Country.  More than £80,000 has been awarded to 
a project called 'Living Memory' , which will work with communities 
and groups across the Black Country to explore and celebrate their 
unique photos from the past - such as those kept in family albums 
and hidden away in shoeboxes. 

The article explained that the project will also record many oral 
histories around the life stories and memories represented in collec-
tions such as those created by dedicated amateur enthusiasts such as 
Alan Price, and we have borrowed one of his pictures from that 
article.  As Mrs Arrowsmith mentioned in her letter, Alan donated the 
bulk of his photographs to the Walsall Local History Centre. 

 
 
 

Pigeon Fancier, Druids Head, Coseley, 1969 Photo: Alan Price Collection 
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Bram Davis, who died in April 2017, was a lifelong supporter of Queen 
Mary’s Club and was its Chairman in 1978 and again in 1987, becoming a 
Vice President for life when he stepped down from the Committee in 1992.   
 

His obituary was written by his son and provided for us by his wife, Barbara. 
 

“Firstly, on behalf of the family, I would like to thank everyone for taking the trouble 
of coming here today.  It means a great deal to us to know that each of you held my 
father in such high regard.  Then we would also like to thank all of those in the 
medical profession who looked after Dad over all of the many years that he was ill, 
particularly in recent times. 
 

My Dad was born in interesting times. 
 

As a child growing up in the war, he would have seen, and lived through, events that 
ultimately shaped not just himself, but also an entire generation.  However, it was 
events – well, one event in particular – that changed his life forever.  As a grammar 
School pupil, travelling daily from Cannock in to Walsall, I expect he looked pretty 
dapper in his uniform as he sat on the bus.  Certainly dapper enough to catch the eye 
of a young girl on her way to her hairdressing job here in town. 
 

Friendships grew from this time, during these post-war rationing years, that still 
endure some seventy years later, and that I can see before me here today.  O-levels, A-
levels, Birmingham University studying his medicine followed, with more enduring 
friendships forged along the way. 
 

Of course, as we know, marriage followed in 1955 with Mom, Dad and the family 
recently celebrating their Diamond anniversary just eighteen months ago. 
 

Qualification in 1956, and I was reminded only recently that he was the youngest 
doctor in the country at that time, followed by National Service – as an officer, no 
less;  although I don’t actually think that Dad saw himself as officer material – came 
next.  I believe that his entry into National Service was amongst the last.  Spells at 
Woolwich in London then overseas in Cyprus and finally to Benghazi in Libya.  Back 
to Blighty at the end of the Fifties to work for Harry Singh before starting out on his 
own during most of the Sixties.  By the start of the Seventies he was at the group 
practice of Laurie Blundell, Eric Yates, Gordon Milne and the new junior partner, Bram 
Davis.  Of course, time passes and doctors left and new doctors arrived:  Sam Malik, 
Ami Manocha, and Kevin Conod also joined The Limes.  Eventually Dad became senior 
partner but he hadn’t been so for that long when he had his heart attack whilst on the 
golf course.  Tests of course, followed by the quadruple bypass operation at The 
Queen Elizabeth hospital.  He was just sixty. 
 

In all honesty, I’m not sure whether it was entirely his decision – or perhaps at Mom’s 
insistence – that he partly retired to continue part-time, firstly at The Limes and then 

Dr Bramwell William Davis  

(QM1944-51)                                            Died April 2017 
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doing locum work across the borough before finally hanging up his stethoscope in 
2005. 
 

The brief potted history only describes the one aspect of Dad’s life:  his job.  
Although, of course, it was a massive part of this life and pretty much defined who he 
was to most people - Dr Davis, Dr Bram, The Doc ….. 
 

But this doesn’t tell the whole story.  Dad was a firm believer that the world was split 
into two groups, givers and takers.  I think that was one of the reasons that he chose 
medicine as his career in order to be able to help people, and to give them his time, 
and give them his knowledge, and give them his humour and give them his integrity.  
Many, many people have mentioned his humour.  One of the great things about 
becoming a teenager (quite a few years ago now) was that Dad could start telling us 
jokes, usually rude ones now that he felt that we were old enough to hear them;  I 
expect that they were the ones that he had probably picked up from the Golf Club. 
 

He loved the company of his friends.  There was always a very strong social life 
across all of the years, from when we were very young and into the later years after 
retirement.  Of course, sadly, friends have also passed away but (ever a silver lining) 
this opportunity created what they called the Merry Widows Club of regular fine 
dining and Dad became the token bloke within the Merry Widows Club as he and 
Mom ate out at a variety of restaurants, etc.  I expect other diners might have been 
quite jealous of Dad as the sole male, sitting at the table surrounded by half-a-dozen 
lovely ladies on many an occasion. 
 

He also loved to travel.  But he wasn’t really one who could just lie forever on a beach 
all day, his curiosity always wanted him to know what was going on round the next 
corner.  Once me and Bram were through School, Mom and Dad travelled pretty 
extensively often with such happy times with Brenda and Fred over the years. 
 

Sport in general but golf in particular, was only one of many interests that he had.  
For instance, he taught me all of his knowledge regarding the growing of alpine 
plants that we did together for many years.  He loved his music – brass bands; male 
voice choirs, concerts, there are several CDs knocking around at home.  Books, 
particularly crime thrillers (he always loved a puzzle – which again comes back to the 
medicine once more).  Quizzes and puzzles, cryptic crosswords, Sudoku, Countdown 
on the telly, Who Wants to be a Millionaire, and more recently, The Chase and Tipping 
Point.  Things like the Giant Book of Crosswords, or the Mega Book of Sudoku became 
easy Christmas presents over the years. 
 

He taught me all sorts of things, not just about the plants, or about Maths and 
Science, and School stuff … However, he didn’t teach me things like how to change a 
fuse (Mom taught me that) or how to rewire a plug (Mom taught me that) or how to 
drive (Mom taught me that).  But he did teach me many of what people refer to as the 
important lessons in life:  doing the right thing, how to be a good Dad, and a great 
Grandad, too, how to do the best you can whenever you can (and not just the least 
you can get away with), and how to do whatever you can to leave somewhere better 
than how you found it. 
 

Whether you knew my Dad through work, or leisure, or from friendships, or from 
family, or from whatever, you will know him as someone who showed us all just how 
things should be done the right way – with honesty and integrity and also with 
humour throughout, because that was Dad;  the one who did it right.” 
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Born in 1933, Tony Wiggin was a student at Queen Mary’s from 

1944 to 1951, when he left to study Biology at Jesus College, Cam-

bridge.  

 

He carried out his national service in the RAF and then Tony re-

turned to the Upper Forster Street site in 1957 to teach Biology and 

to set up a Biology Department for the first time at the Grammar 

School. He moved the department to the Sutton Road site and taught 

Biology for 33 years.  

 

His research project into mosses was awarded an MSc from Aston 

University.  During his career Tony also ran sailing clubs, swimming 

clubs, field courses in Farchynys and a skiing trip to Switzerland.  

 

Retirement in 1990 allowed Tony more time for his hobbies such as 

wood-turning and carving. He also accepted a new challenge to learn 

Hebrew so that he could read the Bible in its original language. Tony 

came to faith in the Lord Jesus during the Gospel rallies held by Billy 

Graham at Villa Park football stadium in 1984. His faith was a con-

stant source of comfort and strength until the end, when the Lord 

called him home:  “…absent from the body … present with the Lord 

“ 2 Corinthians 5:8. 

 

 

Obituary provided by his youngest son Jonathan (QM1980-87) 

Anthony Wiggin  
 

(QM1944-51)(Staff 1957-90)       Died March 2018 
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We received information from his wife, Rosemary Read (nee Kirby), that 
Anthony Read died in November 2015 aged 80. 

Obituary from The Guardian, Monday 

30th November 2015 

Anthony Read, who has died aged 80, was a 
writer and television producer who in 1977 
chose to be, in effect, demoted, in order to 
spend a year working as script editor 
during Tom Baker’s years in Doctor Who. 
When he joined the BBC in November 1963 
Read had noticed the show’s very first 
instalments being recorded in one of the 
studios. By the 1970s, he was a seasoned writer and producer of drama, and 
was reluctant to accept a post offered to him as script editor – until told 
which series he was being asked to join. Read’s vast experience, calm 
demeanour and forensic aptitude for structuring scripts provided essential 
ballast for the Doctor Who producer Graham Williams. When one script fell 
through at the last minute, together they hurriedly wrote the season climax, 
conceiving “The Invasion of Time” (1978) set on the Doctor’s home planet, 
Gallifrey. 
 
Read also helped to develop the first television script from Douglas Adams, 
whose four-episode Doctor Who story “Pirate Planet”(1978) was at first 
deemed too complex by the BBC’s head of serials Graeme MacDonald. Read 
and the director Pennant Roberts felt that Adams was a talent worth backing 
and so fought for it to remain in production. They won, and helped to 
structure Adams’s wild ideas into a coherent narrative. 
 
The adventure became part of the first season of the show to utilise an 
umbrella theme: in an unusual move, Read and Williams decided to link the 
individual stories with a framing narrative concerning the Doctor’s search for 
the Key to Time, a futuristic plot device aimed at restoring balance to the 
universe. After Read left the show (having installed Adams as his successor)
he contributed an adventure entitled “The Horns of Nimon” (1979), which 
was based on the Minotaur myth. 
 
Read was born in Cheslyn Hay, a small mining village in Staffordshire. His 
father, Frederick, a miner, died in the pit when Anthony was seven, leaving 

Anthony Read  

(QM1945-52)                                   Died November 2015 
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his mother, Lottie, to bring him up alone. He was educated at Queen Mary’s 
Grammar School in Walsall, which had a strong theatrical tradition, and then 
enrolled at the Central School of Speech and Drama in London. National 
service interrupted his studies and after demobilisation he set up a theatre 
company with the actor Ian Hendry and toured eastern Europe as a fledgling 
actor-manager, taking lead roles or manning the tills, as necessary, often 
both on the same night. 
 
Realising that he was not cut out for acting, he headed to Fleet Street, aiming 
for work in advertising copywriting while submitting scripts to television 
companies. He was eventually asked to join the BBC, where he became a 
protege of the innovative head of drama Sydney Newman, adapting stories, 
writing original scripts and serving as story editor for series such as 
“Detective” (1964, starring Rupert Davies), “The Indian Tales of Rudyard 
Kipling” (1964) and “Sherlock Holmes” (1965, starring Douglas Wilmer). 
From 1965 he script-edited “Mogul” (later entitled “The Troubleshooters”), a 
drama about the oil industry starring Geoffrey Keen, also producing it from 
1966, and in 1972 “The Lotus Eaters” (featuring his friend Hendry). In 1980 
he script-edited the 13 one-off thrillers in the Hammer House of Horror 
series. 
 
Among more than 200 television writing credits were “Z Cars” (1976-77), 
“The Professionals” (1977-80), “The Omega Factor” (1979), “Sapphire and 
Steel” (1981), the zoo vet series “One By One” (1984-85) and the New Zealand
-based teen drama “The Tribe” (1999). 
 
His proudest small-screen achievements were 
“Chocky” (1984), a six-part adaptation of a John 
Wyndham novel about a boy befriending an 
extraterrestrial, for which he conceived two original 
sequels; and the award-winning “The Baker Street 
Boys” (1983), about a group of urchins who assist 
Sherlock Holmes. Between 2005 and 2009 Read wrote 
six well received and widely translated novels based 
around the Baker Street characters, a series of books 
for which he won a Writer's Guild Award. 
 
He had other major successes in print, largely as a 
writer of historical non-fiction. “Kristallnacht: 
Unleashing the Holocaust” won the Wingate literary 
prize in 1989. Other works (some co-written with a former Doctor 
Who colleague, David Fisher) included “Operation Lucy: The Most Secret Spy 
Ring of the Second World War” (1980), “Colonel Z: the Secret Lives of a 
Master of Spies” (1984), “The Deadly Embrace: Hitler, Stalin and the Nazi-
Soviet Pact 1939-1941” (1988) and “The Proudest Day: India’s Long Road to 
Independence” (1997). 
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 Read was an active member of the Writers’ Guild, serving as chair between 
1981 and 1982, and drawing up an industry-wide code of practice on behalf 
of the young writers he was committed to nurturing, never taking pay or 
expenses for his work on the guild’s behalf. He was also a director of the 
Authors’ Licensing and Collecting Society. He co-wrote a proposal from the 
Writers’ Guild and the Directors and Producers Association that was sub-
mitted to the Annan committee on the future of broadcasting and was sub-
sequently used as part of the charter agreement for establishing Channel 4. 
 
He is survived by his wife, Rosemary (nee Kirby), whom he married in 1958, 
and their two daughters. 
 

 
 
Rosemary writes that Anthony took part in many plays during his time at QM 
and left to take up a place at the Central School of Speech and Drama in 
London, later forming his own Theatre company and touring with the late 
Ian Hendry, his great friend, and many other actors from Central. Tony 
named it 'Theatre Unlimited'. He also performed at the Playhouse in Walsall.  
We see from The Marian that he played Hal in King Henry IV Part II in 1951 
and was a sub-editor of the School Magazine.  
 
Vice-Captain of School in Tony’s last year was W.Bramwell Davis, whose 
obituary also appears in this booklet.  
 
Mrs Read’s maiden name was Kirby and they were both amused that Tony 
won the Kirby Prize at School in 1952— a “Complete Works of Shakespeare”. 
The Kirby Prize was originally donated to QM by Rosemary’s family and her 
father was an Old Marian too.  She tells us that Tony treasured his QM blazer 
badge and was an amazing man with whom she shared a wonderful life 
after meeting at the old Clover Milk Bar in Walsall. 

Anthony Read can be looked up online if anyone wants to know more at 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Read  
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We were informed of the death of Richard Orton by his contemporary, Keith 
Lester, who tells us that they were good friends until Keith went abroad in 
1968 when they lost touch.  Keith recorded in the Marian of January 1959 
that Richard would be giving the last concert of the term for the School’s 
Music Club. 
 
Richard left QM in 1956 and studied Music at Birmingham University before 
winning a Choral Scholarship to St. John's College, Cambridge.  He sang tenor 
in the College Chapel Choir for four years while studying for BA and B.Mus 
degrees.  
 
He became a Lecturer in Music at the University of York in 1967, and by 1968 
had established the University's Electronic Music Studio, the first in the 
North of England. He developed the Project System of teaching 
undergraduates, in which a series of modules is studied each term, selected 
from a larger list of projects offered by members of staff.  In the first year, 
however, all students worked together on the Practical Project, thus getting 
to know each other and how to collaborate in musical performance.  In 1981 
he published a book on Electronic Music for Schools, which saw the digital 
future of music and he helped to design and set up a new course in “Music 
Technology”.  Richard was part of a group of composers who pioneered the 
software for developing composition on computersleading to the foundation 
of the Composers’ Desktop Project.    
 
Richard was a innovative composer:  “Sawlo Seed” (1972) is a piece for “any 
number of voices”; Brass Phase (1974) is for 12 brass instruments seated on 
revolving chairs;  Mug Grunt (1972) was a theatre piece using players who 
uttered into and moved mugs in ways precisely required by the score; 
Timescape was performed in York Minster as part of the 1984 York Festival 
and was based on the Mappa Mundi;  Stellations (1996) was composed for 15 
solo strings using his own software program, Tabula Vigilans. 
 
In 2006 Richard and Archer Endrich (composer and his student at York) 
came together to form Wellspring Music and continued the progress of 
music software and CDP:  Archer Endrich describes this period of his life as 
“very exciting and also extremely pleasant because of Richard’s wife Rae’s 
hospitality and culinary expertise”. 

Richard Orton 
 

(QM1951-56)                                     Died February 2013 
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University of York Music Press is saddened to announce the untimely 
death of one of its founder composers, Richard Orton. Richard, who was 
born in Derby in 1940, attended the Birmingham School of Music and 
Cambridge University then was a Reader in Music at the University of 
York until 1996. 
 

His output encompassed instrumental, vocal and orchestral writing, but 
he was also active in the fields of electroacoustic and computer music 
and in education. Richard established the University of York's Electronic 
Music Studio (EMS) in 1968. He was also responsible for the 
introduction of the project-based teaching system in the Music 
Department at York. He wrote the book Electronic Music for Schools
(1981) and therefore contributed, with John Paynter and others, to the 
development of music in education and the new focus on a creative and 
experimental approach to 'sound' in the classroom.  
 
In 1985 he founded the Composers' Desktop Project and from then on 
was involved in writing computer software for musical composition. 
From 1992 onwards he developed the algorithmic composition and 
performance system Tabula Vigilans. UYMP composer Glyn 
Perrin described Richard as a 'lovely man' who had a lasting influence 
on him and George Nicholson said of Richard, who was on the original 
staff when George was a student: 'he was really (in his usual very quiet 
unassuming - yet subversive - way) a formative influence on us all.' 
George reveals how Richard brought Steve Reich's music to York when 
it was barely known in the UK and writes: 'In my very first week at York I 
recall hearing the Chamber Choir perform the Machaut Mass alongside 
the first performance of Richard's 'Sampling Afield' (choir + live 
electronics). That set the benchmark for me right away!' David 
Blake has happy memories of Richard and said: 'Not only did Richard 
transform our teaching methods but created the first University 
Electronic Music Studio, a very significant achievement.' 
Composer Anthony Gilbert paid tribute to 
Richard, saying: "I was a great admirer of all 
he did. It was innovative and effective - he 
was a great 'out of the box' thinker." We 
extend our sincere condolences to Richard's 
family. 
 

(15 Feb 2013) 

Richard is proudly remembered by the University of York Music Press: 
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Ian Stockley 
 

(QM1961-67)                                     Died May 2018 

Ian’s close friends, Dave Yarnall and Roger Kingston each made a short speech based 
on our very fond memories of their 57 year long friendship with Ian, both of which are 
reproduced here: 

 
From David Yarnall: 
 

I and many others, were saddened to hear of the death of my much loved 
friend, Ian Stockley on Thursday 10th May. 
 

He had been ill for a while but when I last saw him in November 2017, he 
was battling on and between then and just a couple of weeks before he died 
we had spoken on the telephone and What's App and had our usual silly ban-
ter. Ian was in good spirits. 
 

We spent a lot of time together at school trying to learn the serious "stuff" 
and also playing music in a couple of groups, 
as they were known as in those days, continu-
ing with our joint passion for music into the 
mid 70's playing both live and in the recording 
studio. I remember those times with great af-
fection - and we always had a good laugh. We 
had hoped to somehow, somewhere get togeth-
er and play again with a few old friends but it 
was not to be. 
 

There will soon be a musical tribute to Ian on 
You Tube which will contain three songs that 
we recorded at Tetlow Recording Studios in 
Birmingham on July 2nd 1966. We were part of 
a group called Talk of the Town, just 16 years 
old and obviously still at QM. 
 

I'm going to miss him and I know all his friends will, and it was with one of 
those long-standing friends, a Talk of the Town member in our school days, 
Roger Kingston, and our wives, who had also known Ian for many years, that 
we attended a moving funeral service at his home town of Den Helder in Hol-
land, on Thursday 17th May where his family and many of his Dutch friends 
and colleagues were present.  
RIP dear friend. 
 
Dave Yarnall 

The band:  Roger Kingston, Ian 

Stockley, Barry Wesley, Dave 

Yarnall,  Stephen Parkes 
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From Roger Kingston: 
 

I first met Ian Stockley at the start of term in the cloisters 
at Queen Mary's Grammar School in the old Lichfield Road 
building. It was 1961. The school was full of the new in-
take of 11 year olds waiting nervously to see what our 
new school would bring to us. I was painfully shy, and 
feeling very alone. Before long a gregarious Ian Stockley 
introduced himself to me and from that moment on we 
became life long friends. 
 

The privilege of attending Queen Mary’s School gave Ian, 
and many of us, a burning ambition to succeed in life. At 
the time, we could not have predicted our chosen careers, 
but after leaving school, Ian tried many things before making his career as a 
professional helicopter pilot and maturing into an aviation psychologist in 
his later years. 
 

In his early years Ian became a much sought-after drummer who supported 
several local bands, performing with myself, David Yarnall, Stephen Parkes, 
Barry Westley and other QM lads in local pubs and clubs. 
 

Throughout his life's adventures, he remained in touch with a handful of his 
old school mates, visiting them at least once a year from wherever in the 
world he was working. 
 

However his first career had very little to do with flying. On leaving school 
Ian went to study agriculture, which was a great surprise to most of us who 
knew him. Soon he changed to chemistry, working for Duckhams Oil at Al-
dridge as a laboratory technician. Within a short space of time he moved to 
the Orkneys, still working for Duckhams, and still analysing oil. Living condi-
tions there were quite challenging weather wise and the work was mundane. 
Ian began to search for a new career. Wondering how he might make his ca-
reer ‘take off'. He spoke to one of the helicopter pilots who regularly flew 
into the Orkneys base and asked what would it take for him to become a heli-
copter pilot. 
 

Within weeks he and his new wife were on a plane to Florida, where they 
worked in their spare time at Pizza Hut to pay their way, whilst during the 
day Ian took a crash course in helicopter flying. In no time at all he qualified 
as a pilot and so began his new career. 
 

During his subsequent years as a pilot, Ian had an interesting and challeng-
ing life. He gained his experience spraying crops in various countries, includ-
ing the UK and America. He moved on to transporting the rich and famous 
between venues, notably Oasis to a gig, and regularly flying Mohamed Al-
Fayed to various business venues throughout the UK. Ian also spent some 
time in Bosnia helping with humanitarian efforts after their war and also in 

37



 

 

the Falklands transporting reconstruction personnel. 
Ian also worked from a base in East Anglia flying out to the gas rigs that lie 
in the sea between UK and the Netherlands. This was a dangerous job and 
Ian was very well aware of the occasional and sometimes tragic ditching at 
sea that could befall pilots and their passengers in bad weather during their 
regular transport runs. 
 

Ian’s job as a pilot took him to many countries, including Africa, where he 
succumbed to a very serious case of malaria. Fortunately he survived this 
and went on to achieve a good degree in psychology, studying part-time. 
As Ian became older, he hung up his flying helmet and became a respected 
Aviation Psychologist, living and working for major oil companies such as BP 
and Shell in the Netherlands, analysing incidents that occurred in the air and 
helping both management and the individual air crews to learn from and 
cope with the continuous stress and challenges of professional helicopter 
flying. 
 

Ian Stockley was the perfect example of a Queen Mary's boy who responded 
to the encouragement of his teachers to make something of himself in the 
world. Throughout his wide and varied career he stayed in touch with his 
original classmates from year one, for which we will be forever grateful. I feel 
that we have been privileged to share Ian's company and to marvel as he pro-
gressed through what was a memorable career. 
Sadly missed. 
 

Roger Kingston 

 
 

Outside the Old Pavilion 1963 
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Photos courtesy of Steve Parkes, seen here still able to wear 

his School cap (the badge was added via Photoshop)! 

L-R: Barry Westley, Stephen Padmore, Jimmy Allport, Alan Timms, Ian 

Stockley, Trevor Parsons and McCleod 

In the Arboretum 1963 

In Lichfield Street Yard 1963 
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From BBC News online on 7th October 2017 
 

Terminal cancer spurs All Blacks dad on charity mission.  A terminal cancer 
diagnosis has spurred a father of two to spend the rest of his days improving 
the lives of others. 
 

Kevin Carr, a former logistics manager of the New Zealand All Blacks, set up the 
Chalky Carr Foundation after being diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.  While 
undergoing chemotherapy, was told the fact it has spread means he is unlikely to be 
clear of the illness.  But instead of giving in, he has vowed to dedicate the rest of his 
life to helping other affected by cancer.  The first is seven-year-old Isla Lunn, who 
recently lost her mother to breast cancer.  Mr Carr is raising 100,000 New Zealand 
dollars (£55,000) for her.  Just two weeks into the appeal he is half way to his target. 
 

The 45-year-old was born in Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, and grew up in nearby 
Aldridge, but emigrated to New Zealand 19 years ago to live with his wife.  A lifelong 
rugby fan and player, the former Royal Marine got a job with the All Blacks and was 
on tour with the team in June 2016 when he fell ill.  "I went yellow with jaundice and 
had various blood tests and was very quickly diagnosed with pancreatic cancer," he 
said.  He underwent surgery and a round of chemotherapy, but found it had spread 
shortly before the All Blacks Test series with the British and Irish Lions in July.  "It 
was a huge blow. It's the fourth deadliest cancer in the world, so we always knew 
there was a risk it was going to come back, but prayed and hoped that it wouldn't.   
 

"Because of the recurrence, it had that terminal label attached to it, but to me, that's 
just a label. You don't know what's around the corner."  Mr Carr resigned from his job 
in rugby so he could concentrate on treatment.  But he was inspired to set up the 
Chalky Carr Trust, so-called after his nickname, when his sons decided to have their 
heads shaved for charity.  Mr Carr joined in, with All Black lock Sam Whitelock 
manning the clippers.  He was moved to raise money for Isla after hearing her 38-
year-old mother Kellie had lost her battle with breast cancer.  The cash will go 
towards a "nest egg" helping her to live life to the full, he said.  Mr Carr has vowed 
not to let the disease control him.  "One thing that kept me going was there was 
always someone worse off than me." 
 

After helping Isla, he will find others to support as well as fund research into 
pancreatic cancer in New Zealand.  "We are going to look to continue to raise money 
over and above the 100,000 dollars for Isla, for people who are impacted by cancer," 
he said. 

Kevin Carr 
 

(QM1983-90)                                      Died January 2018 

The whole School community was deeply saddened to hear that Kevin lost his battle 

with pancreatic cancer earlier this year.  We had learned of his illness only in October 

2017 when David Jordan informed us by email and we plan to support the Chalky 

Carr Trust with a Charity Rugby match later in the year.   
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Kevin’s mother tells us that one of Kevin’s son’s, Jamie, is 
following in his father’s rugby-loving footsteps.  He plays 
for St Andrew’s College in Christchurch and is going on 
tour with them to Hong Kong and Singapore. 
 
Donations to the Chalky Carr Trust can be made through 
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/chalkys-chairs where you 
can read about the latest project for the Chalky Carr Trust 
and you can watch Kevin’s story. 
 
 

Kevin CARR, Lieutenant Commander,  

Royal New Zealand Navy 

When the 6.3 magnitude earthquake struck Christchurch on 

22 February 2011, Lieutenant Commander Kevin Carr was 

working at the HMNZS Pegasus Naval Reserve Personnel 

Division.  After the majority of staff had left Pegasus to join their families, Lieutenant 

Commander Carr assumed command of the small team remaining and instructed 

them to search the immediate area and offer assistance.  When Carr heard of the 

extensive damage in the central city he led a team of five into the city to support re-

lief efforts.  En route to the central city the team assisted trapped survivors in various 

buildings. 

 

At about 3.30pm Carr and his team arrived at the Canterbury Television building, 

which had collapsed in a "pancake" effect, and began a 12-hour rescue operation.  

Carr's team faced significant danger from the fire burning within the building and be-

neath their feet, as well as persistent aftershocks.  Carr crawled several times into 

tight, dark and smoke-filled gaps in the building to search for survivors.  On one oc-

casion part of the roof he was standing on collapsed and he fell part way into the 

hole that was created.  Carr suffered a leg wound at this point but managed to free 

himself, and he continued to provide leadership for his team in a determined effort to 

rescue as many people as possible.  Carr's team managed to lift a section of the 

roof to see if any survivors were present in the fire-affected area of the building. The 

heat and the flames finally forced the team to withdraw. 

Before his role with the All Blacks, Kevin was a 
Royal Marine Commando and then joined the Royal 
New Zealand Navy.  Kevin was awarded the New 
Zealand Bravery Medal in August 2014;  the official 
citation, is below: 

Kevin as a Schoolboy 
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Sergeant Major Bill O’Mara joined Queen Mary’s CCF as School Staff 
Instructor in 2001 following some years’ successful service as SSI 
with the Royal Wolverhampton School. He continued to serve both 
contingents with energy and enthusiasm until his retirement in 
2015. 
 
Bill was born in Wednesfield in 1945. He trained as a metallurgist 
and worked in foundries in the West Midlands for most of his career. 
On taking early retirement from industry he studied for a  BA degree 
in History at the University of Wolverhampton  and duly graduated 
with Honours.  
 
Bill spent many years in the Territorial Army, reaching the rank of 
Warrant Officer in the Staffordshire  Regiment. He was an instructor 
in Nuclear Biological and Chemical Warfare. He trained with the 
British Army of The Rhine in Germany  and also served with the 
peacekeeping forces in Bosnia. 
 
Bill was proud of the history and traditions of his old regiment and 
was delighted to join a School CCF which had strong links with the 
Staffords. He had also been an Air Cadet in his School days so the 
ethos of a Combined Cadet Force suited him well. 
 
As soon as he joined the contingent, Bill threw himself 
wholeheartedly into routine training. He attended Army Camp every 
year, involving himself in all activities. He enjoyed woodwork and 
spent time meticulously labelling stores and creating useful training 
aids out of a variety of discarded wood. He had high standards and 
insisted on the same from the cadets. Anyone leaving a rifle 
unattended would soon be loudly admonished. However, Bill had a 
great rapport with cadets of all ages; they respected his fund of 
military knowledge and his ability to solve all sorts of practical 
problems. 
 
Bill soon became a great supporter of Farchynys. He tried to attend 
all CCF weekends, whether organised by the Army or the RAF. He 

William O’Mara 
 

(CCF Staff 2001-15)                        Died 10th May 2018 
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created a rifle range on the headland – known (inspired by the film 
“Zulu”) as “O’Mara’s Drift”. Bill was often to be seen walking around 
the grounds with his trusty stick and his pipe encouraging NCOs and 
cadets – whatever the weather.  
 
He was a fount of military knowledge – being able to quote details of 
regiments, battle honours, weapons and vehicles. This was 
information gained from his time as an Intelligence Section 
NCO.  This stood him in great stead at quiz time on Farchynys 
weekends. His general knowledge was  legendary, helped by his wide 
reading and his habit of listening avidly to the BBC World Service. 
 
He was also a great raconteur. He had a fund of stories – 
affectionately known as “Bill’s Bluff Tales” with which he would 
regale the officers on cold evenings around the sitting room fire in 
Coach House. When it was not his turn to be duty driver, he was 
known to partake enthusiastically of his favourite tipple of Scotch. 
 
Generations of QM Officers and Cadets have been privileged to have 
known Bill and their lives have been enriched by his enthusiasm and 
devotion to duty.  
 
On the day after he passed away 
the contingent flag was flown at 
half mast on parade and the CO, Lt 
Col Steve Law, spoke movingly to 
the cadets of Bill’s long service. It 
was a privilege to serve with him 
and he will be sorely missed. 
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May we also offer our sincere condolences to 

the families and friends of other Queen 

Mary’s Alumni whose deaths have been 

brought to our notice 

 

 

 

Alan Charles Gregory (QM1941-48) died 3rd January 2017 

Richard Moran (QM2000-07) died 24th May 2017 

George Nicholls (QM1938-43) died October 2017 

John Seymour (QM1949-56) died July 2017 
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