
                                                                                                                                

Queen Mary’s Grammar School  
A message from the Headmaster, September 2021  

 

First word 
Although it has been a very intense start to the new school year, it has been great to see everyone back, 
embracing their lessons and co-curricular activities.  To hear the music practices, see the CCF parades and 
view the sporting successes via the Twitter account have been a real tonic.  We have welcomed back 
school assemblies for the first time in 18 months and it has been really valuable to bring everyone back 
together.  I have spoken a lot about re-launching the QM experience and about our re-established School 
values, which can be viewed on our website.  We welcomed our alumni to the school for a fabulous dinner 
last Saturday and look forward to Speech Day on October 21st (more on that to follow). 
 
We have run a number of information evenings for those year groups where we haven’t had a chance 
previously to meet the parents.  If you have missed these, the presentations can be found below: 
Year 12  
Year 8  
Year 7  
 
Covid update 
As with all Schools, we have experienced some positive Covid cases in the School community this term, but 
are following the national guidelines and liaising with the local public health team.  The main control 
measures in school continue to be: 

1. An encouragement to continue with regular lateral flow testing – spares can be requested from 
school  

2.  Ensure good hygiene for everyone - wipes in classrooms, regular hand washing, promoting good 
respiratory hygiene  

3. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes – we are maintaining a daytime cleaner  
4. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated – please continue to keep windows and doors open.  

Promote the principle of ‘Think outside’ to students, in terms of their movement between lessons 
and where they are at break time 

5. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19 – 
details are included in this document and both staff and students should not attend school if they 
are showing signs and symptoms of Covid-19 

 
Please do continue to keep us informed on cases and follow the School’s guidance. 
 
Guidance for parents and carers on the vaccination programme for young people aged 12 to 15 
This autumn, all young people aged 12 to 15 are being offered a first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. Public 
Health England has updated its page of resources for young people and their families with answers to 
some frequently asked questions. 
 
I have also attached a letter from the Public Health Team from Walsall Council and more information will 
follow when we have this 
 
16 and 17 year olds can now use the online booking service for their COVID-19 vaccine 
The Department of Health and Social Care announced on Friday 24 September that all 16 and 17 year olds 
can now book their first COVID-19 vaccination appointment online.  
 

https://twitter.com/qmgs1554?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Eprofile%3Aqmgs1554%7Ctwgr%5EeyJ0ZndfZXhwZXJpbWVudHNfY29va2llX2V4cGlyYXRpb24iOnsiYnVja2V0IjoxMjA5NjAwLCJ2ZXJzaW9uIjpudWxsfSwidGZ3X2hvcml6b25fdHdlZXRfZW1iZWRfOTU1NSI6eyJidWNrZXQiOiJodGUiLCJ2ZXJzaW9uIjpudWxsfSwidGZ3X3R3ZWV0X2VtYmVkX2NsaWNrYWJpbGl0eV8xMjEwMiI6eyJidWNrZXQiOiJjb250cm9sIiwidmVyc2lvbiI6bnVsbH19&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fqmgs.walsall.sch.uk%2F
https://qmgs.walsall.sch.uk/values-and-ethos/
https://qmgs.walsall.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021_y12_parent_inforamtion_evening.pdf
https://qmgs.walsall.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021_sep_qmgs_y8_parents_info_evening.pdf
https://qmgs.walsall.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021_y7_newparents_welcome_presentation.pdf
https://qmgs.walsall.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021_sep_qmgs_covid19_related_pupil_absence.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-and-young-people/covid-19-vaccination-a-guide-for-eligible-children-and-young-people-aged-12-to-17
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-and-young-people/covid-19-vaccination-a-guide-for-eligible-children-and-young-people-aged-12-to-17
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine/


Young people aged 16 and 17 can: 

 book their COVID-19 vaccination appointments online for an appointment at a vaccination centre or 
pharmacy 

 find a walk-in COVID-19 vaccination site to get vaccinated without needing an appointment 

If students cannot book appointments online, they can call 119 free of charge. They can speak to a 
translator if they need to. Further information can be found on the NHS website. 
 
Traffic and parking around the School 
I have written extensively in the past to parents in bid to encourage sensible driving and parking around 
the School.  With the full return of the school in September, it has inevitably been busy, but it is 
disappointing to see many drivers not listening to my requests to take account of others.  In particular, we 
have observed: 

 Dangerous driving – in the form of speeding and U turns down the length of the Sutton Road 

 Inconsiderate parking – particularly around driveways and on private property.  We have received 
lots of feedback from residents, for example in the access road at the bottom of the Sutton Road 
and at the flats on the corner of Sutton Road and Princes Avenue 

 
We have engaged with Walsall Police and the Council’s Civil Parking Enforcement Officers, who can issue 
Penalty Charge Notices for parking offences relating to Traffic Regulation Orders, you may have seen an 
increased presence of the Enforcement Officers around the school; this will continue.  I have spoken to the 
students about encouraging you to make different choices, such as: 

 Dropping the students further away from school 

 Using public transport 

 Walking or cycling  
 
Please work with us on this to make the environment around the school a safer place. 
 
Women’s Tour international cycling event – Tue 5 Oct 
Walsall will welcome Stage 2 of the Women’s Tour international cycling event on Tuesday 5th October 
2021. The Women’s Tour is the UK’s first international stage race for women, bringing the world’s top 
riders to compete in Great Britain as a part of the UCI Women’s World Tour. Up to 100 elite riders will be 
competing in the event including 2021 Olympic time trial champion, Annemiek van Vleuten. 
 
The race will start from Walsall Arboretum at approximately 11.30am and head out onto a closed 10km 
circuit around the Barr Beacon area. The riders will complete 10 laps of the circuit before returning to the 
town centre for the finish along Lichfield Street before approximately 3pm. The stage will cover a ride 
distance totalling 103 kilometres.  
 

I have included at the end of this email some details of road closures which will be in operation on the day. 
 

School contact details 
We kindly request that you use the relevant email address when communicating with the school, details 
can be found on the school website. 
 
CT Policing and ‘Netmums’ partner in an effort to raise awareness of online radicalisation. 
Young people are spending more and more time online and Counter Terrorism Policing are seeing younger 
and younger children being exposed to extreme material and views. Here in the UK, children as young as 
12 have been targeted and groomed into supporting extremist ideologies. 
 
That’s why CT Policing’s advice line and safeguarding Prevent website actearly.uk is aimed at family and 
friends to encourage them to share concerns that a friend or loved one might be vulnerable to 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/book-or-manage-a-1st-or-2nd-dose-of-the-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine/
https://qmgs.walsall.sch.uk/contact-details/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.actearly.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CNiall.Markham%40walsall.gov.uk%7C0bc65277c253422a1b8508d960c065d0%7C5ddc79c77e69428fba3084b24a1ad994%7C0%7C0%7C637647201715237447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dTRKpyDFrWL8MKhtQhDP%2Fb9BwGWDqHo2v1r3IT1ZUfs%3D&reserved=0


radicalisation. To promote the new website and advice line to parents, CT Policing has partnered with 
Netmums.com, to encourage them to have radicalisation on their radar in the same way they do with 
other online harms.   This partnership focuses on supporting the work of Prevent bringing transparency 
around the programme and the support available. It includes content for parents to learn about the 
dangers, spotting signs and to help protect their children from the potential risk of online radicalisation. 
You can read all of the useful articles, tips and information on the dedicated Netmums ACT Early hub and 
even read the live Q&A, where parents ask Prevent related questions. 
 
For more information about ACT Early, please visit www.actearly.uk or contact 
nctphq.comms@met.police.uk. 
 
CT Policing’s key messages to parents: 

 Have a conversation with your children about the potential risks of radicalisation as you do about 
other harms like drugs, sexting and child sexual exploitation. Find out more by visiting actearly.uk. 

 Protect your child by finding out about extremism and radicalisation and help make them more 
resilient to potential risks. 

 Find out how to make your child digitally savvy to help protect them 

 Not all children are vulnerable to radicalisation but some are and every parent needs to know the 
potential risks and what to look out for. 

 If you are concerned act early and seek advice from the advice line on 0800 011 3764. 

 We are here to help and to listen. They will not be wasting our time. The earlier they tell us their 
worries, the quicker we can get the person they care about the help they need to protect them 
from being groomed and radicalised. Most cases they issues will be unconnected to radicalisation 
and the support will be provided by other partners. 

 
Niall Markham, 
Prevent Coordinator, Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council, 
Walsall Prevent Webpage: https://www.saferwalsallpartnership.co.uk/prevent 
 
Parent App  
To enable you to monitor and impact your child’s attendance, behaviour and achievements in school, the 
school uses an information sharing app called ‘Parent App’. You can access the app from a smartphone, 
tablet or PC – anytime, anywhere. The app will give you daily updates on your child’s attendance, positive 
achievements and any potential behaviour points. School reports, student timetables, messages and key 
dates can also be shared through the app.   
 
The app will also provide you with the ability to update your contact details so we always have the most 
up-to-date information in case of an emergency. The majority of school communication is sent by email 
and Parent App so it is crucial that you keep your contact details updated. If you have not already 
registered for Parentapp please request a link by emailing parentapp@qmgs.walsall.sch.uk  
 
Mental health and Wellbeing  
Any member of the school community can raise concerns via the wellbeing email address  
well-being@qmgs.walsall.sch.uk or by using the QR code below.   
 
This account is monitored by the SEMH team and will be checked periodically during the summer break: 

● Mr Collins (Assistant Head and DSL) 
● Mr Farnell (Safeguarding and Welfare Officer) 
● Ms Hendricks (SEMH mentor)  
● Miss Weston (6th Form Operations Manager, Girls welfare) 

 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.netmums.com%2Fact-early&data=04%7C01%7CNiall.Markham%40walsall.gov.uk%7C0bc65277c253422a1b8508d960c065d0%7C5ddc79c77e69428fba3084b24a1ad994%7C0%7C0%7C637647201715247443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KlcndWo2uSjcqEVoROUsb8%2Fn%2FZgX3pj5ctaDHoRCMzY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.netmums.com%2Fact-early&data=04%7C01%7CNiall.Markham%40walsall.gov.uk%7C0bc65277c253422a1b8508d960c065d0%7C5ddc79c77e69428fba3084b24a1ad994%7C0%7C0%7C637647201715247443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KlcndWo2uSjcqEVoROUsb8%2Fn%2FZgX3pj5ctaDHoRCMzY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.netmums.com%2Fcoffeehouse%2Fbeing-mum-794%2Ftweens-teens-61%2F2f7cf95d-sponsored-join-our-expert-q-a-and-find-out-more-about-online-extremism.html&data=04%7C01%7CNiall.Markham%40walsall.gov.uk%7C0bc65277c253422a1b8508d960c065d0%7C5ddc79c77e69428fba3084b24a1ad994%7C0%7C0%7C637647201715257434%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rvzE8a1VY7n%2BTXV03q0AMmDxytkk5JHKp0VGLEtUjKg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.actearly.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CNiall.Markham%40walsall.gov.uk%7C0bc65277c253422a1b8508d960c065d0%7C5ddc79c77e69428fba3084b24a1ad994%7C0%7C0%7C637647201715257434%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vqCQ6EG2uSsEai7Xm6V%2BndAHo%2FpPrMvozdwFHS5xQ4U%3D&reserved=0
mailto:nctphq.comms@met.police.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.saferwalsallpartnership.co.uk%2Fprevent&data=04%7C01%7CNiall.Markham%40walsall.gov.uk%7C0bc65277c253422a1b8508d960c065d0%7C5ddc79c77e69428fba3084b24a1ad994%7C0%7C0%7C637647201715267427%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qTvM9m1aU6whMIFNuB0A1mAdqLe%2FoK8qAllazSset8g%3D&reserved=0
mailto:parentapp@qmgs.walsall.sch.uk
mailto:well-being@qmgs.walsall.sch.uk


Microsoft Teams – Weekly Assignment Summary 
Queen Mary’s Grammar School is now using Microsoft Teams to communicate pupil homework. This 
provision will help parents and guardians stay in the loop with regards to their child’s work.  All teachers 
this academic year will be setting work via Microsoft Teams; some work will require online submission and 
other work via paper submission in class (instructions will be made clear in each assignment). 
 
Each weekend the priority 1 parent will receive an email that outlines all work that is due in by teachers for 
both the previous week and the upcoming week (Note: The assignments visible in the summary will only 
show work for the weeks that they are due in and will not show assignments from weeks behind nor weeks 
into the future).  With every ‘Weekly Assignment Summary’, assignments from the previous week will 
indicate either if the student has completed their work with a tick or if the student has yet to complete the 
work with an exclamation mark.  Please a see a preview of the ‘Assignment Summary’ below: 
It should be noted that although the system only allows us to send the information to one parent the other 
parent can easily check what assignments are outstanding by asking the student to login to teams.  Clicking 
assignments on the left will then bring up a list of all outstanding assignments for you to view with your 
child. 
 

 

 
 
 



Queen Mary’s Association 
Thank you to all those parents who have signed up to help the different QMA committees.  We are looking 
forward to hosting our full range of events this year: 
Sat 4 Dec 2021  Tastes of the World  
Sat 22 Jan 2022  Burns Night 
Sat 25 Jun 2022  Summer Ball  
 
Each event has a committee to run it and we have a separate group who manage the running of the bar.  We 
also have a separate group to support Farchynys.  If you are interested in supporting the work of the QMA, 
please contact Judy McCoy (alumni officer) at: alumni@qmgs.walsall.sch.uk        
 

 
Easyfundraising: 
 
Currently £3,584.96 raised with 250 supporters. 
 
One supporter has raised a magnificent £434.32 thus far!  Just imagine what we could raise if every 
household signed up, and used, Easyfundraising.  It would help us to provide even more opportunities and 
facilities for our young people.  Please support this initiative which does not cost you anything as it is the 
retailers who donate on your behalf based upon the amount that you spend with them. 
 
We need your help to raise much needed funds!  

 easyfundraising has over 4,400 shops and sites which will donate to us at no extra cost to yourself, 
including lots of big name retailers like John Lewis, Argos, Uswitch, eBay, M&S, Just Eat, Now TV, 
Domino's Pizza and Audible. 

 All you have to do is sign up to support us using the link below and the next time you shop online 
go through the easyfundraising website or App and we’ll receive a free donation. 

 We really need all the help we can get at the moment and any funds we raise will make a big 
difference to us! 

 You can find our easyfundraising page at this link  
 
Thank you! 
 
Final thoughts 
Thank you for your support and communications as we try and re-establish the normal working routines of 
the school.  I look forward to seeing you during the year. 
 
Regards 
 

 

Richard Langton 

Headmaster 

Queen Mary’s Grammar School, Walsall 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:alumni@qmgs.walsall.sch.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/queenmarysgrammar/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=c19-e3


Women’s Tour international cycling event – Tue 5 Oct – road closures 

 
 

 
 


