THE MERCIAN | TRUST

Queen Mary’s Grammar School
A message from the Headmaster, Summer term 2025

First word

It has been an incredibly busy end to the year, with lots of students out on trips and activities, expanding their
experiences beyond the classroom. | have spoken to the school about how fortunate that they are to have such
a range of opportunities and it is important that they say thank you to the staff for providing them.

Each of the Year 7 forms have enjoyed their first
experiences of Farchynys, deepening friendships and
pushing them out of their comfort zone. The Welsh
weather has been kind this year and the returning
staff have been universally positive about the
attitudes of the students on the trips. | hope it is the
start of a long association with our field centre for
these children.

We have also seen a number of other trips, around
the UK and further afield. The Under 13 cricket team
enjoyed a successful tour in Yorkshire, there have
been several CCF trips and activities and army cadets
are looking forward to their summer camp.

QMGS PSHE @gmgs-pshe.bsky.social - 41m
7R at the top of their precipice walk - heroic effort from them all!
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QMGS Mandarin @gmgs mandarin - 8h (A oo
Day 1 of Y9 MEP Intensive Study at ECNU : Opening ceremony + language
lessons + meeting the language parters and the welcome dinner. A lovely,
relaxing start to the programme! # & @qmgs1554 @MEP Excellence

The Year 10 Geographers made the most of their day
trips to the Peak District and Geographers in the sixth
form have undertaken fieldwork at Farchynys.
Mandarin, Business, English, DT and History students
have taken part in trips to various destinations, and we
have seen a number of overseas visits, with A-level
maths students in Italy, a diving trip to Lanzarote, as
well as lower school languages trips to Normandy and
Shanghai (MEP). | am sure that all students will have
hugely benefitted from these experiences.
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@™ QMGS Ski and Diving trips @qmgs-ski-trip.bsky.social - 2d
First dives done. Most students halfway through the open water course.

Finally, the Outlook expedition group are currently in
Malawi. | am sure these students will grow as people,
developing leadership and resilience as they cope with
new experiences and challenges. We look forward to
following their progress via the school’s social media
accounts on X (Twitter) and Bluesky.



On the sports field, it has been a very busy
summer term of cricket, with lots of individual
and team successes, playing against some high-
quality opponents. Since the last newsletter, the
Under 12 rugby team have also been crowned
county champions.

We celebrated the sporting successes of the year
at the sports awards evening, and it was amazing
to hear of the sheer amount of fixtures and
victories during the year. Again, | must pay
tribute to the staff who have made this possible.

In terms of music, we have enjoyed student performances at the Spring
Concert and the Summer Arts Festival. From those who have only started
playing an instrument this year, to those who have developed their
expertise and left the school left after 7 years, there is a staggering breadth
and depth of talent. Alink to the Spring Concert highlights is available here
and the following link can be used to sign up for extra music tuition from
September 2025. Instrumental Lessons @ QMGS (from Sep 2025)

QMGS Music Department

presents

Finally, we have supported a range of charities during the term, with
initiatives led by the school council alongside established events such as the
24 hour maths challenge in support of Birmingham Children’s Hospital.

Tuesday 8th April 2025 | have tried to just capture the essence of the co-curricular offering here,
7.30pm School Hall but there have been many more successes and opportunities. | hope that
e e e Ao TN S, the students continue to take advantage of these next year, after a well-
earch ‘Queen Mary’s Grammar School Spring Concert’.
earned summer break.

Staff tributes

It is the time of year when we traditionally say goodbye to staff, as they move on to new adventures. Two
colleagues are leaving us after one year in associate staff roles, to take up initial teacher training places. Mrs
Poblete has worked as a Spanish FLA and cover teacher, whilst Ms Taylor has supported the Biology department
as a lab technician. We wish them both well in their teaching careers. Mr Whitehead is also leaving us to start
his teaching career, specialising in English at Wood Green School. He has undertaken a number of roles at
QMGS since 2020, starting as a Covid tester and providing huge amounts of support in cover, whilst also leading
cadets in the CCF. He has completed his teacher training this year, including a placement at QMGS and I'm sure
that he will continue to see him at the school. Mr Johnstone also moves on to his next educational pursuit,
after one year teaching psychology. We wish him well for the future. Finally, Miss Humphries and Mr Mitchell
are leaving us for foreign shores, taking up exciting new teaching roles in Japan. Miss Humphries joined the
school in 2020, teaching geography and acting as Head of Year for 4 years. She has taken part in multiple school
trips and we wish her well for her next chapter. Mr Mitchell is leaving us for the third time in 14 years! His
current spell has lasted 5 years and I’'m sure that students will miss his maths teaching. He has been a valuable
teacher of maths and has worked beyond the school in the development of maths teaching. We wish Mr
Mitchell well, along with all colleagues leaving us, and hope they stay in touch.

Mercian trust parent code of conduct

The Mercian Trust have introduced a new code of conduct for parents of all schools in the group. The code
can be found here. We want to continue to maintain our extremely positive relationships with our parental
community and ask that you are aware of these expectations.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rnjPo10OHg
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=E1T1PdfOSEuPbjC8TawlT7wWjnXmE7VHkVAZAIPVIrZUOVlZMlY0UUlSOVdOSUs0TzFYSFpTSE8zVC4u&route=shorturl
https://www.justgiving.com/page/qmgs24hourmaths2025
https://qmgs.walsall.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2025_mar_Mercian_trust_Code_of_Conduct_for_Parents_2024-2025.pdf

Clive Mark uniform

We will be continuing to work with Clive Mark uniform suppliers for the next academic year. This is for
sportswear and regular school uniform. There are no planned changes to uniform design this year. The online
store is available here.

Avenues of support (Mrs Hill)

| would like to remind all parents of the Avenues of Support we offer, focussing on pre-loved uniform and sports
kit and food hampers. We have had donations of uniform from Y11 and Y13 at the end of last year, but there
has been a drop in donations to the Community Hub of late.

Thank you to parents and alumni alike who have generously donated uniform and sports kit to our Community
Hub. This is always very much appreciated, and we look forward to receiving more donations. We have a good
stock of pre-loved items, so please contact Mrs Hill at d.hill@gmgs.merciantrust.org.uk if any items are
required. Please also contact Mrs Hill at d.hill@gmgs.merciantrust.org.uk if your family would benefit from a
food hamper.

Is your child a young carer? Let us know (Mrs Hill)

We are proud of being a diverse and inclusive school and strive to support our pupils and their families in any
way we can. As we continue to develop our support, we have been improving our knowledge and understanding
of young carers. Therefore, we would be interested to learn if your child helps to give ongoing care and
emotional support for you or other members of your family who may have an iliness, a physical/mental disability
or a mental health issue. With your help, we are looking to gather more information to help us identify and
support any of our pupils who have a caring role at home and therefore could be considered a young carer.

We have had assemblies to raise awareness of young carers and asked pupils to reach out to us if they think
this applies to them so that we can try to ensure the right support is given to them. Since doing this we have
identified over 30 young carers but know that it is a small part of a much bigger picture.

Please follow this link to help you decide if your child might be a young carer. If you think they are, please email
Mrs D Hill, Young Carer’s Operational Lead d.hill@gmgs.merciantrust.org.uk with the heading Young Carer.
Please tell us your child’s name and form with a brief overview of the caring role they provide. We will then be
in touch with both you and your child to explain how they can be supported here in school (and out of school)
and share information about other measures of support available.

Useful contacts: Mr G Collins — Young Carers SLT Lead:
g.collins@gmgs.merciantrust.org.uk

Mrs D Hill =Young Carers Operational Lead:
d.hill@gmgs.merciantrust.org.uk

Walsall Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme
Please see the flyers at the end of this newsletter for summer opportunities.

Bluecoat School STEM Summer Workshop

Bluecoat School are hosting a STEM Summer Workshop on Monday 28™ July. It is aimed at ages 11-13,
children going into Years 7-9 in Sept.

Build, Code, Create! Summer STEM Week Tickets, Mon, Jul 28, 2025 at 9:30 AM | Eventbrite



https://clivemark.co.uk/collections/queen-marys-grammar-school
https://qmgs.walsall.sch.uk/avenues-of-support/
mailto:d.hill@qmgs.merciantrust.org.uk
mailto:d.hill@qmgs.merciantrust.org.uk
https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/blog/young-carers-who-are-they-and-how-are-they-impacted/
mailto:d.hill@qmgs.merciantrust.org.uk
mailto:g.collins@qmgs.merciantrust.org.uk
mailto:d.hill@qmgs.merciantrust.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/build-code-create-summer-stem-week-tickets-1375958481859?aff=oddtdtcreator

Future Sport @ QMGS

| hope that you had a chance to read my letter earlier in the term relating to the contract being awarded for the
Future Sport @ QMGS project! This comes after over three years of hard work in fundraising, preparing plans
and building our partnerships with clubs, schools and charities. We will be starting the work before the start of
next term.

We are looking for people to give their time. We have a dedicated campaign board, made up of staff, parents
and alumni. We are looking for alumni who would like to be ambassadors for the programme, organising events
and advocating for Future Sport @ QMGS within their year group or community. If you are interested in this,
please let us know via alumni@gmgs.merciantrust.org.uk

We are looking for people to contribute financially. Thank you to those who have done so already, but, if you
haven’t, you can do this in a variety of ways:
1. By setting up a regular payment through a standing order. Please follow this link for details of how to
set up a standing order to the donations account. This includes a Gift Aid declaration which, if you are
a UK taxpayer, will allow us to claim an additional 25% on top of your donations.
2. By making aregular payment to the QM Experience Fund, via Parent Mail. You can make a one-off annual
payment (£60) or termly payments (£20), via Parent Mail. Please select the ‘QM Experience’ option.
Please remember to make your Spring term donation, if you haven’t already.
3. Just Giving — Future Sport @QMGS - Queen Mary's Grammar School - JustGiving
4. Supporting the work of the Queen Mary’s Association (QMA), by attending events (Taste of the World,
Burns Night and the Summer Arts Festival), and supporting raffles

FutureSport@QMGS: A Community Legacy Project
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Walsall school looking to transform its
sporling facilities - and here's why

A Walsall school is looking to transform its sporting facilities to enable it to
compete competitively in hockey through an ambitious plan.



https://www.qmclub.org/futuresport
mailto:alumni@qmgs.merciantrust.org.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dd2zivUZ30u1hYEXumUpRyvz1tWoYX9BsxPBmW8K-8lUODg1S0ozT0M4WkZTSVQ0RUlWTlQ0M1dKNi4u&wdLOR=c98D0606F-6D49-8543-A275-8B4C327CB176
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/qmg-72hours

Queen Mary’s Association (QMA) A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC,
. PERFORMANCE, CREATIVITY //
The fabulous Summer Arts Festival took place at the end of June, ART-DESIGN /// SKIFFLE BAND ‘
TRAINING BAND, ORCHESTRA,

attracting over 400 people and raising £5000, taking fundraising this i o

year to just under £18000. Thank you to everyone who has g e

supported the events over the past 12 months.

We have set the dates for the events in 2025-26:
e Taste of the World: Sat 6 Dec
e Burns night: Sat 24 Jan
e Summer arts festival: Sat 27 June

A QMGS @qmgs1554 - 3h Y e
Thank you to everyone who supported the QMA ARTS FEST 2025 event.
Staff, students and volunteers ¢

ADULT

A great celebration of art, music and drama as well as family fun.

CHILD, For tickets or visit .

FAMILY OF 4 www.ticketsource cauk/qmgs i

£10 s cuawar oo ™ ®
SUTTON ROAD, WALSALL WS12PG

We are always looking for support in the
running of the events, but also in the
donation of raffle prizes, sponsorship, and
match funding. Please do contact us if you
can help out in any way. Each QMA event
has a committee to run it, and we have a
separate group who manage the running
of the bar. If you are interested in

supporting the QMA, please contact us via Minaxi Patel-Gill at: alumni@gmgs.merciantrust.org.uk

Easy fundraising is also an easy way to support the QMA. We have raised a total of £8,033.72 for the school
from 311 parent and staff supporters. Please support this initiative which does not cost you anything as it is
the retailers who donate on your behalf based upon the amount that you spend with them; you can find our
Easyfundraising page at this link

Mental health and wellbeing
We have included some information at the end of this newsletter with regards to some summer wellbeing
workshops, as well as a parent guide on generative Al safety.

The school continues to support staff and students with their wellbeing through the usual communication
channels. We work with several organisations and any member of the school community can raise concerns via
the wellbeing or safeguarding email addresses. These will be checked during the holiday, but there may be
some delay in response.

Qmgswell-being@gmgs.merciantrust.org.uk

agmgssafeguarding@gmgs.merciantrust.org.uk

This account is monitored by the SEMH team and is checked regularly:
® Mr Collins (Assistant Head and DSL) e Mrs Mohan (6th Form Operations Manager)
e Mr Farnell (Safeguarding and Welfare e Ms Forbes (SEMH counsellor)
Officer)


mailto:alumni@qmgs.merciantrust.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/queenmarysgrammar/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=c19-e3
mailto:Qmgswell-being@qmgs.merciantrust.org.uk
mailto:qmgssafeguarding@qmgs.merciantrust.org.uk

Dates for your diary
The full school calendar can be found on the School website, but | have included some key dates for the end of
term and beginning of the autumn below:

Wed 16 Jul  End of summer term (2pm) Wed 3Sep  Start of term for all students
Thu 14 Aug  A-level results day Wed 10 Sep Y7 parent information evening
Thu 21 Aug  GCSE results day Thul1llSep Y12 parentinformation evening
Mon 1Sep  Staff training day Tue 16 Sep Y10 parent information evening
Tue 2 Sep Year 7 and 12 induction day Thu 25Sep  RSE parent information evening

Term dates for 2025-26 are also now live, via this link.
Regards

Mr Langton
Headmaster

Walsall Holiday Activities & Food Programme

HAF 2025

What's on offer?

A free and exciting holiday programme for children and
young people aged 5-16 who are eligible for income
based free school meals. The programme is running
over Easter, Summer and Christmas.

Free activities:

* Horseriding * Football

* Arts & Crafts * Swimming

* Cooking * and much more!
* Pantomimes

Walsall Chiren Department
Council for Education



https://qmgs.walsall.sch.uk/school-live-calendar/
https://qmgs.walsall.sch.uk/term-dates/

How to register and book
for the 2025 programme?

You will need a code to register if you have not received a
code, by post. Please contact us to see if you qualify for
the programme via email wr4dc@walsall.gov.uk.

To register your child, use any
of the following options:

* Scan the QR CODE below

» Visit our website www.walsall.gov.uk/children-and-
young-people/holiday-activities-programme-haf

* Call us on 01922 653899

* Email us your enquiry on
wrdc@walsall.gov.uk

Once you have registered é
you will be able to book «
onto activities. /7 el

@ 4

To find out more visit our website
or sign up to our newsletter:

www.walsall.gov.uk/children-and-young-people/
holiday-activities-programme-haf

& 208
Walsall Department
Council | for Education




WALSALL NHS|

Black Country Healthcare
. ole NHS Foundation Trust
Join us for an exciting

WELL-BEING
WORKSHOP

Discover the ways to look after our
physical and mental health through
nature, crafts and games!

A

Reflexions

Monday 11** August
1:00pm - 2:30pm
Caldmore Community Gardens, Carless
Street, WS1 3RH
N/
&8
~ 1 Monday 18" August
~ 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Caldmore Community Gardens, Carless
Street, WS1 3RH 3

For additonal information or brief sign up form to register
your attendance for these events, please email
bchft.reflexions@nhs.net
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Generative Al tools — such as ChatGPT — are now commonly used by chikiren. In fact, 3 in 4 pupils in

the 2024 Annual Literacy Survey reported using generative A|, up from just 2 in 5 the previous year.
While these too|s can boost jsaming and creativity, they aise raise cencerns around misinformation,
privacy and overuse. This guide explores the key risks and how to support safe use.
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PROMOTE ACTIVE SUPERVISION , ENHANCE PRNACY AWARENESS
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Meet Our Expert
Brendan O'Xeefls, ber and DI of Digital strategy ot Eaten p
Mquuomwnawlm saleguarding, ond es (L]
@enerative Al in sducation. As on outhor ondl specker on dighel Ieracy and «e ay
on jive safety for institutions such as The Natiena| Co|lege, Brendan guides

parents and sducaters In ereating sofe digital leaming ervirenments.
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Users of this guide do s0 ot their own discretion. No |iabil ity is enteved ints, Current as of the date of re|ease: 1L0S 2028




